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MEMOIR  OF  REV.  WILLIAM  ROGERS,  D.  D. 


Memoirs  of  great  and  good 
men,  especially  such  as  have  la- 
boured for  God  in  the  gospel  of  his 
Son,  are  in  a  peculiar  sense  the 
property  of  the  church,  and  have  a 
stronger  tendency  to  encourage  and 
animate  the  Christian  than  almost 
any  other  uninspired  writings.  The 
affectionate  associations,  the  ten- 
der recollections,  the  solemnity 
and  the  tears  which  embalm  the 
memory  of  the  faithful  servant  of 
Christ,  are  honours  in  comparison 
ivith  which  the  laurels  which  a  Cse- 
sar  reaps  are  weeds.  The  subject 
of  this  article  being  designed,  as 
was  evident,  by  the  qualifications 
of  nature,  and  the  gifts  of  grace, 
for  ^reat  usefulness  in  the  church 
and  in  the  world,  filled  for  many 
years  a  conspicuous  place  in  both, 
and  acquirecl  the  notice,  the  respect 
and  attachment  of  many  friends. 
The  circumstances  and  events  with 
which  in  the  providence  of  God  he 
was  connected  in  early  life,  tended 
to  make  him  extensively  known, 
and  to  bring  him  to  associate  with 
many  eminent  men,  both  statesmen 
and  divines,  between  whom  and  the 
deceased,  mutual  esteem  existed 
till  the  close  of  their  lives,  and 
many  of  whom  have,  without  doubt, 
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met  in  the  better  world  where 
higher  intellectual  and  moral  en- 
joyments are  the  portion  of  the 
friends  of  God,  and  the  grace  which 
brought  them  there,  constitutes  the 
high  and  glorious  theme  on  whick 
they  will  forever  delight  to  dwell. 

William  Rogers,  the  second 
son  of  William  and  Sarah  Roger^ 
was  born  in  Newport,  Rhode-Isl- 
and, July  22,  O.S.  175L  His  pa- 
rents were  respectable  and  pious 
members  of  a  Baptist  church  in  that 
town,  and  endeavoured  to  bring  up 
their  children  in  the  nurture  and 
admonition  of  the  Lord.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  article  was  early  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  ex- 
perimental religion,  and  the  fre- 
quent conversations  of  godly  min- 
isters and  others  at  his  father's 
house,  tended  to  fix  on  his  mind  a 
reverence  for  religion,  long  before 
he  became  a  happy  subject  of  the 
influence  and  hopes  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ.  In  conversation  with  a 
friend  a  few  months  before  his  de- 
cease, he  observed,  "  Although  my 
inclinations  in  youth  led  me  to  as- 
sociate with  the  gay  and  thought- 
less, yet  I  did  not  enjoy  myself; 
an  almost  constant  sense  of  viola- 
ted obligations,  and  of  sin  against 
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an  holy  God,  attended  me;  and  the 
assurance  that  the  day  of  account 
would  arrive,  frequently  made  me 
tremble  even  when  in  the  pursuit  of 
pleasure. " 

At  the  age  of  twelve  years,  he 
commenced  his  preparatory  stud- 
ies, and  fitted  for  college  under  the 
instruction  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hutch- 
inson, a  congregational  minister  in 
Grafton,  (Mass.  J  and  became  a 
freshman  in  Rhotie-Island  College, 
then  located  at  Warren,  Septem- 
ber, 1765,  being  only  fourteen 
years  of  age.  Having  finished  his 
collegiate  course,  September,  1769, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  degree  of 
A.B.  The  following  year  his  at- 
tention was  more  particularly  call- 
ed up  to  his  spiritual  concerns;  he 
read  much  on  evangelical  subjects, 
felt  sensible  of  his  lost  condition 
as  a  sinner,  and  having  clear  views 
of  the  holy  nature  and  requisitions 
of  the  divine  law,  with  a  full  con- 
viction that  he  had  departed  from 
its  spirit  in  heart  and  in  life,  he 
was  enabled  to  submit  to  Jesus 
Christ,  and  receive  him  by  faith 
as  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteous- 
ness to  his  soul.  He  spake  very 
feelingly  through  life  of  the  com- 
mencement of  his  hope,  the  day  of 
his  espousals  to  the  Lord,  and  in 
his  public  discourses  expatiated  on 
that  period  with  respect  to  other 
Christians,  in  a  very  interesting 
and  solemn  manner.  In  Septem- 
ber of  this  year,  he  made  a  public 
profession  of  his  faith  in  Christ, 
and  was  baptized  by  the  late  Rev. 
Gardner  Thurston,'^  Pastor  of  the 
Second  Baptist  Church  in  New- 
port, and  received  as  a  member  of 
that  church  by  prayer  and  the  im- 
position of  hands.  He  still  culti- 
vated a  taste  for  scientific  studies, 
though  his  reading  was  chiefly  con- 
fined to  theological  and  religious 
subjects.  It  is  not  certainly  ascer- 
tained that  the  mind  of  Mr.  Rog- 
ers was  at  this  time  impressed  with 
the  duty  of  entering  upon  the  holy 
ministry;  but  we  find  that  as  early 
Jts  August,  1771,  he  was  called  and 


licensed  by  the  church  to  proclaim 
the  glad  tidings  of  peace  and  sal- 
vation. In  December  following, 
in  consequence  of  earnest  solicita- 
tions, he  removed  from  Newport, 
where  he  was  Principal  of  an 
Academy,  to  Philadelphia, and  con- 
tinued preaching  on  probation,  un- 
til March,  1772,  when  he  received 
an  unanimous  call  to  take  tlie  pas- 
toral charge  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  in  that  city,  and  was  or-^ 
dained  the  thirty-first  of  May  fol- 
lowing. 

Mr.  Rogers  continued  as  pastor 
of  this  church  until  June,  1775,  the 
most  memorable  year  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  when  the  Pennsyl- 
vania legislature  having  voted  three 
battalions  of  foot  for  the  defence  of 
that  province,  appointed  him  sole 
chaplain  of  said  forces.  He  was 
afterwards  promoted  to  a  brigade 
chaplaincy  on  the  continental  es- 
tablishment, and  continued  to  per- 
form the  duties  and  sustain  the 
privations  of  this  station,  until  June, 
1781,  when  he  retired  from  milita- 
ry service,  to  pursue  his  favourite 
work  of  the  ministry  in  the  church 
of  Christ.  About  this  period,  he 
received  a  number  of  invitations  to 
settle  in  the  ministry,  particularly 
from  three  important  seaport  towns, 
in  either  of  which  it  was  thought 
he  might  have  been  extensively 
useful ;  but  he  declining  accepting 
any  of  them,  choosing  rather  to 
supply  destitute  churches  with  oc,- 
casional  ministrations  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Philadelphia. 

In  1789,  he  was  elected  Profes- 
sor of  English  and  Oratory  in  the 
College  of  Philadelphia,  and  after- 
wards received  an  appointment  to 
the  same  office  in  the  Unive  sity  of 
Pennsylvania,  by  which  institution 
in  July,  1790,  he  was  honoured 
with  the  decree  of  D.  D.  after  hav- 
ing received  that  of  A.M.  in  three 
difierent  institutions  of  literature. 
Besides  performing  the  duties  of 
the  profess(JVship,  Dr.  Rogers  filled 
a  number  of  responsible  offices  in 
various  benevolent,  moral,  and  re- 
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ligious  societies,  maintaining  in 
every  connexion,  the  dignified  and 
responsible  standing  of  an  ambas- 
sador of  Jesus  Christ.  In  1812, 
he  resigned  his  professorship  in  the 
university,  after  a  faithful  perform- 
ance of  its  duties  for  twenty-three 
years.  From  this  period,  he  never 
took  any  literary  or  ministerial 
charge,  though  solicited  often  so  to 
do;  but  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  the  bosom  of  his  family, 
preaching  occasionally  as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  various  churches  re- 
quired. 

As  a  gospel  minister,  his  charac- 
teristics were  of  the  best  kind,  for 
he  was  2l  plain  preacher 5  he  exhibit- 
ed the  truth,  and  taught  it  as  he  had 
received  it  of  God.  His  style  and 
language  evinced  this;  for  while  he 
avoided  common  place  and  low 
phraseology,  still  knowing  the  gos- 
pel was  designed  for  persons  of  ev- 
ery grade  of  intellectual  capacity, 
he  meant  to  be  understood,  and 
therefore  presented  divine  truth  in 
such  a  style  and  manner,  as  was 
acceptable  to  the  hearer  of  taste 
and  acquirement,  and  at  the  same 
time  instructive  to  the  plain, unlet- 
tered Christian.  In  the  best  sense 
of  the  word.  Dr.  Rogers  was  a 
powerful  preacher;  he  testified  to 
the  truth  like  a  witness  for  God, 
being  deeply  impressed  with  its  re- 
ality and  importance.  In  his  man- 
ner he  was  earnest,  but  not  bois- 
terous and  declamatory;  his  ca- 
dence and  emphasis  belonged  to  his 
theme ;  and  the  richest  evidence 
was  exhibited  that  he  believed  and 
felt  what  he  spake.  Dr.  Rogers 
was  a  profitable  preacher.  System- 
atic theology  had  long  engaged  his 
attention ;  his  subjects  were  well 
chosen,  and  his  sermons,  clearly 
arranged  and  well  digested,  did 
not  fail  to  interest  the  hearer ;  and 
being  a  man  of  faitii  and  prayer, 
and  much  in  the  habit  of  cherishing 
a  sense  of  dependence  on  the  Holy 
Spirit,  his  discourses  were  listened 
to  by  religious  persons  of  different 
denominations,  with  satisfaction 


and  benefit.  With  an  extensive 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  and  a 
deep  conviction  of  the  original  sin 
and  depravity  of  man,  he  kept  back 
nothing  designedly,  that  might  be 
profitable  ta  his  hearers.  He  knew 
when  and  how  to  point  the  artille- 
ry of  divine  truth  at  the  obdurate 
heart  and  stupid  conscience  of  the 
sinner,  and  when,  "in  strains  as 
soft  as  angels  use,"  to  proclaim 
peace  to  the  awakened  and  anxious 
soul.  He  avoided  a  dry,  meta- 
physical mode  of  sermonizing  on 
the  one  hand  ;  and  on  the  other, 
that  careless  kind  of  preaching, 
which  is  connected  with  no  thought- 
fulness,  no  study,  and  no.  prepara- 
tion for  the  duties  of  the  pulpit. 
The  feeling,  spiritual,  ardent,  and 
correct  course  was  his  choice;  and 
acquainted  with  the  best  helps,  a 
great  reader,  and  blessed  with  a 
retentive  memory,  it  is  not  strange 
that  attentive  Christians  retired 
from  his  preaching  edified,  delight- 
ed, and  built  up  in  the  truths  of  our 
holy  religion.  He  possessed  the 
happy  talent  of  exhibiting  the  es- 
sential doctrines  of  the  gospel  with 
such  clearness  of  illustration,  and 
scriptural  connexion,  as  to  remove 
doubts  from  the  mind  of  the  anxious 
believer,  when  perplexed  with  the 
plausible  and  confident  assertions 
of  the  advocates  of  popular  errors  ; 
and  by  showing  the  intimate  and 
necessary  connexion  between  each 
doctrine  of  the  gospel,  and  the 
whole  scheme  of  grace,  he  was  in- 
strumental in  leading  many  a  wan- 
dering and  doubting  Christian  back 
to  the  simplicity  which  they  first 
found  in  Christ  Jesus. 

It  is  proper  to  observe.  Dr. 
Rogers  was  a  highly  evangelical 
preacher.  What  are  called  the 
doctrines  of  the  Reformation,  such 
as  were  believed  and  preached  by 
a  Watts,  a  Doddridge,  and  a  multi- 
tude of  able  advocates  of  virtue  and 
religion,  were  ably  and  constantly 
defended  by  him.  The  doctrines 
of  repentance  towards  God,  and 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  the  only 
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8avk)ur,  the  necessity  of  the  influ- 
ences of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  con- 
vince, enlighten  and  save,  and  the 
obligations  of  all  men  to  believe  the 
gospel,  formed  the  grand  features 
of  his  preaching.  And  it  has  been 
remarked  by  those  most  conversant 
with  him,  that  in  illustrating  these 
great  and  saving  truths,  more  par- 
ticularly to  Vizards  the  close  of  his 
long  and  useful  life,  he  seemed  to 
regain  the  ardour  of  youthful  feel- 
ing; and  the  zeal  and  solemnity 
with  vi^hich  he  spake  of  them,  evin- 
ced that  they  were  deeply  rooted 
in  his  mind.  But  notwithstanding 
his  attachment  to  evangelical  prin- 
ciples, Dr.  Rogers  was  truly  the 
liberal  Chnstian,  for  he  loved  good 
men;  and  at  one  period  of  his  life, 
he  was  invited  by  churches  of  three 
different  denominations  to  settle  in 
the  ministry. 

Dr.  Rogers  sustained  the  social 
and  domestic  relations  with  friend- 
ship, prudence,  and  affection.  To 
his  family,  he  was  all  that  they 
could  expect  in  man.  The  kind 
ftnd  attentive  husband,  the  affec- 
tionate father,  and  the  pious  and 
exemplary  head  of  a  large  family. 


they  sought  in  him  the  counsellor 
and  the  guide,  nor  were  they  dis- 
appointed. Ever  solicitous  for  their 
welfare,  he  laboured  to  improve  for 
their  advantage  the  various  inci- 
dents of  life,  and  in  the  hour  of  af- 
fliction and  sorrow,  to  lead  tlieir 
minds  to  submit  and  adore  when 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon 
them.  Having  drank  deep  of  the 
cup  of  affliction,  for  he  followed  to 
the  grave  an  affectionate  wife  and 
six  beloved  children,  he  was  well 
qualified  to  administer  consolation 
to  the  bereaved  and  sorrowful,  both 
in  hi^  own  family  and  to  others. 
But  they  will  see  his  face  no  more; 
and  they  can  only  sustain  the  ir- 
reparable loss  to  which  they  have 
been  called,  by  exercising  the  pa* 
tience,  resignation,  and  hope  in 
God,  which  so  highly  distinguished 
their  departed  relative  and  friend. 
He  died  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  7th 
of  April,  1824,  aged  73  years. 
As  a  testimony  of  their  affectionate, 
remembrance  of  a  faithful  pastor, 
the  First  Baptist  Church  in  that 
city  erected  a  monument  to  his 
endeared  memory-^ 

Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord.'* 


ASSOCIATION  SERMON. 

[Concluded  from  page  363.J 

It  is  not  enough  that  we  attend 
to  the  state  of  religion  in  our  own 
souls.  To  obey  the  precept  of  the 
text,  we  must  strive  to  edify  our 
brethren.    I  remark  then, 

II.  Let  us  embrace  every  op- 
portunity for  exciting  our  brethren 
to  greater  attainments  in  holiness. 

X.  On  every  proper  occasion,  let 
us  introduce  and  carry  forward, 
decidedly  religious  conversation. 
On  this  subject  there  frequently 
exists  a  backwardness,  for  which 


it  is  difficult  to  account.  Several 
Christians  will  assemble  in  compa- 
ny, each  desirous  of  religious  con- 
versation, and  no  one  venturing  to 
commence  it,  whilst  each  is  in- 
wardly regretting  that  the  time  is 
passing  away  unimproved.  Two 
friends  will  frequently  meet,  each 
desirous  of  unbosoming  his  soul  to 
the  other,  and  of  confirming  his 
brother  in  his  most  holy  faith;  both, 
however,  hesitate ;  each  waits  for 
the  other  to  commence,  until  some 
accident  diverts  the  conversation 
into  another  channel,  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  grieved  away,  and  both 
lose  the  benefit  of  each  other's 
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counsels,  and  each  other's  prayers. 
Brethren,  let  us  throw  aside  this 
cold  reserve,  this  unbecoming  bash- 
fulness.  Shall  those  who  hope  to 
be  saved  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  be 
ashamed  to  speak  together  of  their 
Redeemer?  Shall  those  who  hope  to 
git  down  together  around  the  mar- 
riage supper  of  the  Lamb,  shrink 
from  cultivating  in  each  other  the 
spirit  of  heaven  ? 

Let  me  remark  further,  when 
we  converse,  let  us  select  such 
topics  as  will  be  of  solid  and  sub- 
stantial benefit.  "  I  hear  many  peo- 
ple," said  Brainerd,  talk  about 
religion,  but  very  few  talk  religion. 
We  may  spend  whole  hours  in  the 
discussion  of  some  disputable  doc- 
trine, or  in  the  common  place  com- 
plaining over  our  peculiar  feelings, 
or  in  relating  the  history  of  the 
prosperity  or  adversity  of  particu- 
lar churches,  and  make  no  real  ad- 
vancement in  religion.  Let  us 
then  strive  to  make  our  conversa- 
tions as  practical  as  possible.  Let 
us  strive  to  arouse  the  sleepy  con- 
science ;  to  reclaim  the  wandering 
backslider  ;  to  confirm  the  doubt- 
ing Christian ;  and  thus,  by  all  the 
means  in  our  power,  render  our 
brethren  better  prepared  for  the 
hour  of  death,  and  the  day  of  judg- 
ment 

Here  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  ob- 
serve, that  we  are  too  prone  to  pro- 
ceed upon  the  principle,  that  every 
professor  of  religion  whom  we  meet, 
IS,  beyond  doubt,  a  real,  nay,  an 
eminent  Christian.  We  converse 
together  as  though  all  were  secure 
of  neaven,and  no  one  needed  quick- 
ening on  his  way  thither.  Breth- 
ren, is  not  such  a  supposition  evi- 
dently false  ?  Is  there  not  reason 
to  fear,  that  of  those  who  profess 
religion,  a  very  considerable  por- 
tion are  deceived  ^  If  this  be  not 
the  case,  the  church  has  wonder- 
fully altered,  since  the  days  of 
Christ  and  his  Apostles.  May 
there  not  be  now  many  among  us 
who  have  left  their  first  love,  and 
who  are  pining  away  under  the  form 


of  godliness,  whilst  they  feel  noth- 
ing of  its  power  ?  Might  not  good 
result  from  the  more  frequent  dis- 
cussion of  such  topics  as  these : 
Wliat  are  the  more  infallible  signs 
of  grace  in  the  heart  ?  and.  What 
signs  are  most  likely  to  prove  de- 
ceptive.P  How  may  a  professor  who 
is  deceived,  most  readily  discover 
his  condition  t  How  may  a  back- 
slider regain  the  joys  of  religion  ? 
and.  How  may  a  Christian  best  ac- 
quire and  maintain  an  habitual 
nearness  to  God  ?  Such  subjects 
as  these,  prayerfully  and  honestly 
discussed,  would  leave  the  heart 
humble,  send  it  to  the  throne  of 
grace  prayerful,  and  convince  the 
world  around  us,  that  we  were  re- 
ally in  earnest  about  religion. — Or 
if  our  feelings  lead  us  to  subjects 
of  a  different  nature ;  the  fulness 
and  sufficiency  of  atonement  ^  its 
entire  adaptedness  to  the  wants  of 
a  sinner;  the  triumphs  of  faith,  and 
the  eternal  weight  of  glory ;  whilst 
they  enter  into  ther+yitality  of  re  - 
ligion, can  scarcely  fail  to  awaken 
our  gratitude,  and  enkindle  our 
holy  affections. 

2.  If  we  would  obey  the  injunc- 
tion of  the  text,  we  shall  endeavour 
to  correct  and  conceal  the  defects  of 
our  brethren.  If  we  can  correct 
a  fault,  we  are  certainly  edifying 
another.  And  if  to  edify  is  to 
build  up,  we  are  far  from  edifying 
our  brethren,  when  we  are  pro- 
claiming their  faults,  and  annihi- 
lating their  usefulness. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  all  of  our 
brethren  have  defects.  "  A  fallible 
being  must  fail  somewhere."  In 
one  we  may  discover  an  unbecom- 
ing vanity.  Now,  instead  of  pro- 
claiming his  weakness,  would  it 
not  be  better  to  remain  silent  about 
it  in  conversation  with  others, 
whilst  we  endeavour  to  show  him 
the  emptiness  of  that  honour  which 
Cometh  not  from  above?  We  may 
see  again  that  the  easy  besetting 
sin  of  another  is  envy.  Instead  of 
awakening  enemies  against  him  by 
conversation  on  the  subject,  would 
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it  not  be  better  to  direct  him  to 
the  self  abasing  principles,  and  the 
self  denying  benevolence  of  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ?  Thus  let 
it  be  our  business  to  allay  animos- 
ity, to  soften  asperity,  and  weaken 
the  bias  toward  whatever  is  evil  in 
every  one  of  our  brethren. 

3.  Let  us  seek  to  promote  each 
other's  activity  and  usefulness  in 
the  cause  of  C  hrist.  Men  are  nat- 
urally indisposed  to  exertion.  We 
stand  in  need  of  continued  excite- 
ment, in  order  4o  maintain  a  pro- 
tracted effort.  The  cause  of  Christ 
requires  our  efforts.  Let  us  each 
then  inquire  of  the  other,  what  are 
we  doing  ?  Let  us  see  whether  our 
efforts  are  in  proportion  to  our  ob- 
ligations, and  thus  let  us  provoke 
each  other  to  love  and  good  works. 

It  is  to  be  supposed  that  we  are 
all  engaged  in  a  variety  of  plans, 
whose  object  is  to  spread  abroad  a 
knowledge  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Some  of  these  plans  have 
succeeded;  others,  during  the  past 
year,  with  some  of  us,  have  possi- 
bly failed.  All  of  us  since  we  last 
met,  have  gained  experience  in  the 
manner  of  doing  good.  By  bring- 
ing the  results  of  our  experience 
into  the  common  stock,  we  are  all 
capable  of  making  each  other  more 
active  Christians,  and  more  effic- 
ient philanthropists.  Let  not  this 
opportunity  be  lost.  Let  us  each 
inform  the  other,  how  we  have  fail- 
ed, and  how  we  might  probably 
have  succeeded  ;  and  when  we 
have  succeeded,  how  we  might  have 
succeeded  better ;  and  thus  make 
the  little  events  of  our  own  history 
convey  a  lesson  of  instruction  to 
the  rest  of  our  brethren. 

We  have  thus  endeavoured  to 
set  before  you,  the  duty  enjoined 
in  the  text.  We  have  but  a  few 
words  to  add  by  way  of  application. 
If  in  humble  dependence  on  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  hon- 
estly strive  to  obey  it,  we  may  ex- 
pect to  leave  this  place,  enjoying 
closer  communion  with  God  a 
more  heavenly  frame  of  mind^  and 


a  state  of  more  active  preparation 
for  death,  than  when  we  tirst  met 
together.  Each  one  of  us  will  go 
home  to  his  family,  his  neighbour- 
hood, and  his  church,  and  in  his 
blameless  deportment,  his  devout 
conversation,  and  his  resolute  walk 
with  God,  every  one  will  see  that 
he  has  come  from  a  place,  where 
the  Holy  Ghost  has  shed  abroad  his 
quickening  and  sanctifying  influ- 
ences. And  who  can  tell  but  we 
may  leave  a  blessing  behind  us. ^ 
May  we  not  expect  that  God  will 
use  our  example,  our  exhortations, 
and  our  prayers  as  a  means  of  re- 
viving religion  in  this  church,  and 
this  neighbourhood. 

If  on  the  contrary,  we  act  thought- 
lessly and  irreligiously;  if  our  time 
be  spent  without  any  attempt  to 
improve  each  other's  piety ;  if,  as- 
sembled as  Christians,  we  conduct 
as  though  Christianity  were  a  mere 
name,  vve  shall  go  away  self  con- 
demned, far  from  God,  deserving 
and  enduring  the  hidings  of  his 
countenance.  Go  where  we  will, 
in  the  family,  the  church,  or  the 
neighbourhood,  our  cry  will  be, My 
leanness,  my  leanness.  Who  can 
tell  how  many  are  the  somIs  to 
whom  we  shall  prove  fatal  causes 
of  offence !  Athough  the  land  be- 
fore us  were  the  garden  of  God, 
behind  us  it  will  be  a  desolate  wil- 
derness. * 

We  see  then  the  consequences 
to  ourselves  and  to  others,  which 

*  We  attended  a  general  meeting 
some  months  since,  at  which  a  venera- 
ble minister  of  Christ  addressed  his 
brethren  nearly  as  follows  :  "  Brethren, 
our  Associations  and  general  meetings 
are  not  such  as  they  used  to  be.  1  well 
recollect  when  it  was  a  very  common 
thing,  for  a  revival  of  religion  to  com- 
mence in  the  congregation  where  an 
Association  met.  Scarcely  did  we  ever 
meet  where  there  were  not  some  sinners 
awakened,  and  some  manifest  tokens 
seen  of  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
But  I  see  no  such  things  now.  We 
meet,and  go  away  as  we  came,  and  leave 
no  blessing  behind  us.  I  weep  to  see  the 
change  in  our  churches.  Brethren,  there 
is  gome  fault  among  us.'*  [Ed's. 
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attend  upon  the  obedience  or  diso- 
bedience to  the  Apostolic  injunc- 
tion. Let  us  not  saj,  I  am  onlj 
one,  I  can  do  nothing.  Each  of 
us  is  only  one,  and  one  by  one 
must  we  answer  to  God  for  the 
deeds  done  in  the  body.  Let  us 
act  resolutely,  let  us  act  for  God, 
and  he  will  bless  us. — And  now 
may  he  give  us  grace  to  obey  him, 
and  thus  show  that  our  fellowship 
is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his 
Son  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

ADDRESS  TO  SINGERS. 

Messrs.  Editors, 

The  following  Address  was  de- 
livered to  a  new  choir  of  singers. 
Should  you  think  it  worthy  of  a 
place  in  the  American  Baptist 
Magazine,  you  are  at  liberty  to 
insert  it.  S. 

Praise  has  always  constituted 
an  important  and  interesting  part 
of  the  public  worship  of  God.  Un- 
der the  Mosaic  dispensation,  much 
attention  was  paid  to  tliis  sacred 
service.  Provision  was  made  for 
the  support  of  one  class  of  the  l^e- 
vites,  whose  office  it  was  to  con- 
duct the  praises  of  the  tabernavile. 
There  were  singing  men,  and  sing- 
ing women,  and  those  who  played 
skilfully  on  the  lute,  the  harp,  and 
other  instruments.  To  those  whose 
souls  were  attuned  to  the  harmony 
and  melody  of  music,  the  services 
of  the  ancient  sanctuary  must  have 
afforded  the  most  exquisite  delight. 

It  should  be  remembered,  how- 
ever, that  the  Jewish  church  was 
a  national  church  ;  and  although 
its  worship  was  admirably  adapted 
to  the  then  existing  state  of  things, 
yet  the  costly  rites,  and  the  splen- 
dour and  pomp  of  that  dispensation 
have  been  abolished,  and  a  more 
lain,  simple,  and  spiritual  service 
as  been  established.  Although 
the  former  might  be  more  pleasing 
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to  man,  yet  the  latter  is  more  ac- 
ceptable to  God. 

It  was,  in  fact,  the  unadorned 
simplicity  of  Christian  worship, 
whicli  rendered  it  so  offensive  both 
to  Jews  and  Gentiles.  But  the 
disciples  of  Christ  had  been  tau<>;ht 
that  God  was  a  Spirit,  and  that 
they  who  worship  him,  must  wor- 
ship him  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 
They  were  therefore  satisfied  with 
a  service  less  splendid,  because  it 
was  more  spiritual,  and  more  pleas- 
ing  to  the  Searcher  of  hearts. 

When  the  gospel  church  was  es- 
tablished, singing  was  divested  of 
the  outward  pomp  which  had  for- 
merly been  associated  with  it ;  but 
notwithstanding  this,  as  a  part  of 
religious  worship  it  was  continued. 
Christians  were  instructed  to  "  sing 
with  the  Spirit,  and  with  the  under- 
standing also. "  They  were  com- 
manded to  admonish  one  another  in 
psalms,  and  hymns,  and  spiritual 
songs,  making  melody  in  their 
hearts  to  the  Lord ;  giving  thanks 
always  for  all  things  unto  God,  and 
the  Father,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

We  cannot  wonder,  that  praise 
should  form  a  part  of  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Christian  church,  when 
we  consider,  that  it  is  intended 
to  honour  God,  and  be  profitable 
unto  men.  It  is  declared,  "  He 
that  ofFereth  praise,  gloritieth  me, " 
and  our  own  experience  will  tes- 
tify, how  often  we  have  been  com- 
forted and  animated  while  singing 
the  praises  of  the  Most  High.  Our 
sluggish  feelings  have  been  rousedj 
a  flame  of  holy  gratitude  has  been 
kindled  in  our  bosoms ;  all  our  pas- 
sions have  become  love,  and  all  our 
powers  praise.  We  have  longed 
for  one  of  the  hai-ps  of  heaven,  and 
for  the  period  when  we  should  join 
the  angelic  choir, 

"  And  sing  more  sweet,  more  loud, 
And  grace  shall  be  Uie  song." 

It  is  also  a  pleasing  fact,  thai 
this  part  of  worship  has  not  only 
been  blessed  to  the  edification  ol 


400 


ADDRESS  TO  SINGERS. 


Christians,  but  to  the  conversion  of 
sinners.  Some  important  truth, 
conveyed  in  a  psalm  or  hymn  that 
has  been  sung,  has  made  a  deep 
impression  on  the  mind,  and  the 
sinner  has  been  convinced  of  his 
guilt,  and  of  the  reality  and  neces- 
sity of  the  religion  of  Christ. 

Austin,  one  of  the  early  fathers 
of  the  church,  traces  his  conver- 
sion, under  God,  to  this  service. 
When  speaking  of  this  event,  he 
says  :  "  How  much  have  I  wept  at 
thy  hymns  and  songs,  being  ex- 
ceedingly moved  at  the  voice  of  thy 
church  sweetly  sounding.  These 
pierced  into  my  ears ;  thy  truth 
melted  into  my  heart :  thence  pi- 
ous affections  were  raised,  and  it 
was  well  with  me." 

I  express  the  feelings  of  my 
heart,  when  I  offer  up  the  prayer, 
^  May  the  experience  of  Austin  be 
yours.  May  the  voice  of  praise, 
sweetly  sounding,  melt  your  hearts, 
and  raise  within  you  pious  affec- 
tions, then  shall  it  be  well  with 
you." 

As  in  every  public  address,  the 
•bject  of  the  speaker  should  be  to 
do  good  to  his  hearers,  you  will 
allow  me  to  give  you  a  few  words 
of  caution  and  advice,  adapted  to 
the  occasion. 

1.  Cultivate  a  spirit  of  harmony 
among  yourselves. 

One  might  suppose,  that  among 
those  who  profess  to  be  lovers  of 
harmony,  such  caution  would  not  be 
needed.  It  cannot  however  be  con- 
cealed, that  very  frequently  dis- 
cords have  been  heard,  among  those 
wlio  have  a  knowledge  of  the  har- 
mony of  sounds.  A  trifling  inci- 
dent induces  one  individual  to  take 
offence,  and  he  leaves  his  seat, a  few 
of  his  friends  justify  him,  and  they 
leave,  and  finally  all  leave.  Thus 
ends  all  the  time  they  have  spent 
in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  union, 
concord  and  harmony.  In  most 
instances,  the  evil  of  which  I  com- 
plain may  be  traced  to  ignorance 
and  pride. 

If  persons  were  Wise-  they  would 


not  tell  all  around  them  that  they 
were  offended ;  and  were  it  not  foi* 
pride,  they  would  not  so  frequently 
take  offence. 

Should  you  hear  a  person  inju- 
diciously praised  for  sweetness  and 
compass  of  voice,  that  surely,  ought 
not  to  be  considered  a  sufficient 
reason  for  provoking  your  displeas- 
ure, or  for  causing  you  to  withdraw 
from  the  seat.  You  do  not,  I  trust, 
come  to  the  house  of  God  to  make 
a  display  of  your  musical  talents, 
nor  to  be  admired  for  the  softness 
and  mellifluence  of  your  voices. 
Were  these  your  motives,  a  theatre 
would  be  the  most  suitable  place  to 
exhibit  your  musical  powers ;  but 
if  they  are  not,  it  will  be  unwise  in 
you  to  be  offended,  because  another 
is,  perhaps,  indiscreetly  extolled. 

Let  me  entreat  you  '*to  esteem 
others,  better  than  yourselves." 
Never  allow  yourselves  to  look 
with  envy  on  the  excellence  of  your 
friends.  Emulate,  but  never  envy 
what  is  superior  in  others.  The 
Lord  does  not  require  you  to  sing 
with  the  voice  and  skill  of  another^ 
but  with  your  own  voice,  and  your 
own  skill. 

Above  all  things,  recollect  that 
it  is  not  the  sweetness  of  a  finely 
modulated  voice,  but  it  is  the  mel- 
ody of  the  heart  unto  the  Lord^ 
which  Omniscience  approves. 

If  these  remarks  make  a  just 
impression  on  your  minds,  I  please 
myself  with  the  idea,  that  you  will 
set  an  example  of  union  and  har- 
mony, worthy  of  being  imitated  by 
similar  societies. 

2.  Let  your  deportment  be  sol- 
emn and  respectful  in  the  house 
of  God. 

From  the  observations  which 
have  already  been  made,  it  must 
be  obvious  to  each  of  you,  that  so- 
lemnity and  devotion  become  those 
who  engage  in  the  praises  of  God. 
In  some  places  I  have  been  shocked' 
with  the  manner  in  which  this  part 
of  worship  was  conducted.  When 
I  have  seen  a  number  of  young  peo- 
ple, placed  in  the  front  gallery. 
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whose  light  and  trifling  conduct 
was  more  suited  to  a  ball  room 
tlian  the  house  of  God,  my  soul  has 
been  grieved  within  me. 

I  must  confess,  as  an  individual, 
I  had  rather  your  singing  seat 
should  be  entirely  unoccupied,  than 
any  should  lead  in  tliis  worship, 
who  have  not  such  a  sense  of  pro- 
priety, as  to  maintain  a  serious 
deportment  in  the  house  of  God. 

I  hope  these  remarks  are  unnec- 
essary. But  many  of  you  are 
young,  and  the  young  need  caution. 
And  1  trust  you  will  believe  me 
when  I  tell  you,  that  it  is  from  an 
affectionate  regard  for  your  best 
interests,  and  tlie  honour  of  religion 
in  this  place,  that  I  thus  speak. 

3.  Let  your  selection  of  tunes 
be  judicious.  If  your  tunes  are 
judiciously  selected,  they  will  be 
adapted  to  the  sentiments  contain- 
ed in  the  psalm  or  hymn  that  is 
sung.  If  it  is  a  penitential  hymn, 
expressive  of  humiliation  or  grief, 
you  will  avail  yourselves  of  those 
plaintive  and  tender  chords  which 
will  best  express  these  inward  feel- 
ings. If  it  is  a  hymn  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving,  you  will  employ  those 
bolder  strains  which  indicate  joy 
and  confidence  in  God. 

It  is  important  I  should  remind 
you,  that  a  feeling  conviction  of  the 
beauty  and  excellence  of  the  sen- 
timents contained  in  the  hymns 
that  are  used,  will  give  a  spirit  and 
expression  to  your  singing,  which 
mere  art  can  never  supply.  It  is 
Hot  merely  singing  the  notes  cor- 
rectly, it  is  having  the  soul  affec- 
ted and  imbued  with  the  truths  you 
sing,  which  will  produce  the  most 
powerful  and  impressive  music. 

As  it  is  the  expression  of  intel- 
lect and  of  the  affections  of  the 
heart,  spread  over  the  canvass, 
which  gives  such  interest  and 
charms  to  a  picture,  so  it  is  the 
expression  of  the  soul  transfused 
into  the  notes  we  sing,  which  gives 
such  effect  to  the  human  voice. 
But  to  transfuse  this  expression  of 
the  soul,  we  must  feel,and  to  feel  as 

VOL  IV.  5,1 


we  ought,  we  must  have  a  just  dis- 
cernment of  the  excellence  and  im- 
portance of  the  subject  of  our  song. 

Let  us  suppose  that  one  of  the 
great  professors  of  music,  Han- 
del, Haydn,  or  Mozart,  under  the 
influence  penitential  feelings, 
had  sung  the  51st  Psalm,  what  soft, 
what  tender,  and  plaintive  intona- 
tions of  voice,  would  have  been 
heard.  No  one  could  have  lis- 
tened to  his  notes,  without  being 
melted  into  teais.  Had  either  of 
them,  under  the  lively  impressions 
of  dependence,  or  gratitude  to  God, 
sung  the  100th  Psalm,  what  deep 
self  abasement,  what  solemn  awe, 
and  wiiat  holy  joy,  rising  to  rap- 
tures of  ecstasy,  would  have  been 
felt,  while  listening  to  the  senti- 
ments thus  expressed. 

The  choice  will  not  be  judicious 
unless  the  tunes  are  such,  that  the 
church  and  congregation  may  unite 
with  you.  The  praise  of  God  in 
public  worship  is  not  designed  for 
a  few,  but  for  all  who  love  the  ser- 
vice. It  must  follow,  therefore, 
that  no  plan  ought  to  be  adopted^ 
which  will  prevent  those  who  have 
voices,  from  joining  in  this  delight* 
ful  act  of  worship. 

In  some  instances,  choirs  have 
wished  to  confine  the  singing  to 
themselves ;  and  they  have  accom- 
plished their  wishes,  either  by  sing- 
ing little  or  nothing  but  anthems, 
or  by  the  perpetual  introduction  of 
new  tunes.  The  consequence  has 
been,  that  while  a  few  have  grati- 
fied their  pride  and  vanity,  in  dis- 
playing melodious  voices,  or  ex- 
hibiting their  skill  in  instrumental 
music,  the  congregation  at  large, 
have  been  compelled  to  remain  si- 
lent. Such  a  mode  of  procedure, 
is  any  thing  but  worshipping  God. 
Wherever  this  practice  prevails, 
something  is  radically  wrong. 
Christians  ought  never  to  be  debar- 
red from  an  exercise  so  congenial 
with  all  the  devout  and  grateful 
feelings  of  the  heart.  Pleased  as 
I  am  with  the  sweetness,  harmony, 
and  melody  of  sounds,  I  must  con- 
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fess  it  would  be  highly  gratifying 
to  me,  to  hear  the  whole  congrega- 
tion lift  up  their  voices  together  in 
praise  to  God.  The  singing  might 
not  be  so  correct,  but  it  would  be 
more  general,  more  joyful  5  it  would 
correspond  more  with  the  nature  of 
social  worship,  and  wowld  be  more 
acceptable  to  God.  I  persuade 
myself,  therefore,  that  you  will  es- 
teem it  a  pleasing  duty,  to  give  the 
church  and  society  an  opportunity 
of  uniting  with  you  in  this  solemn 
and  edifying  service. 

4.  It  is  important  you  should 
sing  with  melody  in  your  hearts  to 
the  Lord. 

You  are  all  sensible,  how  harsh 
and  grating, discords  are,  in  music. 
It  is  a  solemn,  but  it  may  prove  a 
profitable  interrogation  :  How  will 
the  ears  of  the  Deity  be  pleased 
with  the  expressions  of  the  lips, 
which  are  at  variance  with  the  feel- 
ings of  the  heart  ?  Will  he  be 
pleased  with  the  notes  of  penitence, 
if  the  heart  be  impenitent.^  with 
the  voice  of  joy  and  thanksgiving,  if 
the  heart  be  not  susceptible  of  one 
grateful  emotion  ?  0  how  impor- 
tant, how  desirable,  that  the  heart 
and  the  voice  should  chord.  When 
this  is  the  case,  how  sweet,  how 
acceptable  the  praise! 

I  shall  close  this  Address,  with 
an  extract  from  an  English  Maga- 
zine, that  is  well  worthy  of  your 
attention.  "  It  is  well  known,  that 
the  late  excellent  Mr.  Cadogan  had 
but  little  taste  for  music.  An  em- 
inent musician,  who  was  one  of  his 


hearers,  occasionally  sung  some  of 
the  finest  pieces  of  composition  in 
his  hearing,  and  as  he  was  in  rap- 
tures himself,  he  often  expressed 
his  astonishment,  that  his  minister 
was  not  in  raptures  also.  One  day, 
however,  Mr.  Cadogan  said  to  him, 
"  Give  me  leave,  my  good  friend, 
to  be  astonished  in  my  turn.  I 
bring  forward  invitations  of  mercy, 
sweeter  than  the  melody  of  heaven; 
threatenings  unspeakably  awful  and 
alarming ;  I  treat  constantly  of 
themes  which  employ  the  angelic 
harps  in  glory,  and  no  sympathy 
is  awakened  in  your  bosom.  You 
are  unaffected,  unalarmed,  uncon- 
verted ;  no  raptures  of  love,  grat- 
itude, admiration,  are  enkindled  in 
your  bosom.  Oh,  have  I  not  reason 
to  be  amazed  at  your  indifference.^" 

In  the  words  of  another  pious 
person,  I  would  say,  ''Let  your 
hearts  as  well  as  your  voices,  be 
found  in  tune,  and  God  will  lend 
a  listening  ear  to  your  songs  of 
praise,  nor  will  your  fellow  crea- 
tures withhold  their  approbation." 

How  pleasing  the  reflection,  that 
if  you  now  thus  celebrate  the  praises 
of  God,  the  moment  is  not  distant, 
when  after  a  life  of  usefulness  and 
felicity  on  earth,  you  shall  meet 
together  to  celebrate,  in  a  manner 
inconceivably  more  sublime,  the  in- 
finite perfections,  and  the  everlast- 
ing kindness  of  Him,  who  has  re- 
deemed you  by  his.  own  precious 
blood,  and  who  will  present  you 
faultless  before  the  throne  with  ex- 
ceeding joy. 
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they  several  Ty  belonged.  The  na- 
ture of  the  subject,  the  celebrity  of 
the  names  enlisted  on  the  argu- 
ment, the  more  general  acquaint- 
ance with  each  other,  which  com- 
bined efforts  among  different  de- 
nominations for  the  diffusion  of 
Christianity  had  already  consider- 
ably fostered,  gave  to  the  question 
a  widely  extended  interest.  The 
success  of  the  author*  of  the 
•'Plea  for  sacramental  communion 
on  Catholic  principles,"  was,  we 
believe,  complete.  He  turned  the 
current  of  popular  sentiment  in 
his  own  denomination,and  establish- 
ed the  belief  of  his  favorite  tenet 
throughout  the  various  branches  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  in  the 
United  States.  Of  the  success  of 
the  other,t  we  apprehend  not  so 
much  can  be  said.  From  the  great 
respect  which  was  paid  to  his  name, 
and  the  profound  veneration  which 
was  due  to  his  talents,  it  was  at 
first  expected  that  he  also  would 
effect  a  revolution  in  the  opinions 
of  that  denomination  of  which  he 
had  long  been  the  distinguished  or- 
nament. We  well  remember  the 
anxiety  with  which  his  work  was 
looked  for  in  this  country,  after  its 
publication  had  been  announced  in 
Great  Britain.  It  was  by  many 
anticipated,  that  every  barrier, 
which  interposed  between  us  and 
other  Protestant  denominations, 
would  fall  before  the  gigantic 
strength  of  the  Coryphseusij:  of 
Modern  Baptists.  "§  Tbe  book  has 
now  been  for  some  years  before  the 
publick  ;  it  has  been  pretty  exten- 
sively read,  and  its  argument  quite 
extensively  discussed  ;  but  we  re- 
ally believe  its  direct  effects  to 
have  been  exceedingly  limited.  We 
cannot  now  call  to  mind  a  single 
church,  whose  sentiments  on  the 
subject  of  communion  it  has  alter- 

*  Rev.  Dr.  Mason,  late  President  of 
Pickinson  College. 

t  Rev.  Robert  Hall, 
t  A  word  from  the  Greek,  signifying  the  chiefs 

i  Cfaristiau  Observer. 


ed.  The  novelty  of  the  subject  has 
subsided,  and  every  thing  remains 
in  practice  very  much  as  before. 

Still  we  are  inclined  to  believe, 
that  substantial  benefits  have  re- 
sulted to  the  Christian  church  from 
this  discussion,  which  has  been,  as 
we  remarked,  considerably  exten- 
sive. It  has  done  much  towards 
expanding  and  unfolding  the  prin- 
ciples of  Catholicism.  It  has  taught 
good  men  of  each  denomination  to 
examine  more  attentively  the  points 
of  mutual  difference,  and  under 
such  examination  they  have  assum- 
ed a  more  definite  outline,  and  a 
more  diminutive  size.  It  has  con- 
vinced many  of  both  parties,  that 
they  can  approach  each  other  even 
up  to  the  very  line  of  separation, 
and  then  retire  in  good  humour. 
These  are  really  no  trivial  advan- 
tages. And  though  the  author  has 
failed  in  establishing  the  practice 
he  recommends,  he  has  done  much 
towards  cultivating  the  spirit  with 
which  he  is,  we  believe,  so  deeply 
imbued. 

We  may  here  in  passing  be  al- 
lowed perhaps  to  demur  a  little 
against  the  manner  in  which  the 
discussion  has,  in  this  country, 
been  generally  carried  forward. 
There  has  been  rather  too  frequent 
an  appeal  to  the  argumentum  ad 
verecundiam,  too  much  saying, 
"Are  you  not  ashamed  of  close 
communion  ?"  It  is  really  an  awk- 
ward thing  to  have  the  subject 
crowded  upon  you  in  all  compa- 
nies, and  on  all  occasions,  and 
when  surrounded  by  persons  of 
different  sentiments.  We  have 
ourselves  been  frequently  obliged 
to  hear  of  the  liberality  and  talents 
which  were  beginning  to  distin- 
guish the  Baptist  denomination, 
and  how  the  well  informed  of  them 
were  following  Robert  Hall,  and 
that  of  course  we  were  on  the  side 
of  the  liberal  and  high-minded  of 
the  sect.  In  such  a  case  it  would 
have  been  very  impolite,  by  utterly 
declining  the  compliment,  to  con- 
vince the  speaker  that  his  hand* 
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3ome  remarks  had  been  mal  apro- 
pos,— and  on  the  other  hand,  it  is 
somewhat  uncomfortable  to  hear  in  ^ 
silence  one's  own  sentiments  de- 
nounced as  illiberal  and  supersti- 
tious. Preferring, liowever,  to  suf- 
fer uneasiness  ourselves  rather  than 
to  create  it  in  another,  the  latter  is 
the  course  we  have  generally  pur- 
sued. But  now  we  are  on  our  own 
ground,  and  can  do  it  without  of- 
fence, we  must  say,  Let  the  ques- 
tion be  settled  by  dint  of  fair  and 
manly  argument,  and  not  by  at- 
taching to  either  side  of  it  a  harsh 
or  unpopular  epithet.  So  long  as 
we  believe  our  principles  correct, 
we  shall,  however,  very  willingly 
bear  any  odium  that  may  attach  to 
them.  Whenever  convinced  of  our 
error,  we  shall  very  readily  aban- 
don it. 

We  hope  it  will  be  taken  in  per- 
fectly good  part  when  we  say,  we 
¥ery  much  dislike  the  electioneer- 
ing use  which  has  been  made  of 
this  question.  If  Baptists  are  con- 
conscientious  on  this  subject,  such 
an  use  of  it  is  unfair.  But  what 
is  of  more  importance,  it  is  magni- 
fying into  vastly  more  than  its  real 
cousequeace,  a  point  of  dilference 
between  two  denominations,  which 
are  certainly,  in  the  essential  doc- 
trines of  religion,  very  closely  al- 
lied. It  is  widening  the  breach 
between  us,  and  thus  doing  real  in- 
jury to  the  cause  of  brotherly  love, 
which  it  would  seem  so  anxious  to 
promote. 

But  it  is  time  we  introduced  to 
our  readers  the  work,  whose  title 
stands  at  the  head  of  this  article. 
We  do  it  with  sincere  pleasure. 
It  is  decidedly  one  of  the  best 
tracts  on  the  subject  we  have  ever 
seen.  It  is  written  in  perfectly 
good  feeling,  and  abounds  through- 
out with  sound,  perspicuous,  and 
practical  sense.  It  comes  nearer 
to  the  merits  of  the  question,  and, 
if  it  obtain  the  circulation  it  de- 
serves, will  do  more  to  enlighten 
the  publick  on  the  subjects  of  com- 
mui>ion  and  church  membership, 


than  any  thing  which  has  of  late 
been  published  in  this  country. 
The  remarks  we  shall  ofter  on  this 
subject,  will  be  frequently  taken 
directly  from  Mr.  Merriam  ;  and 
in  presenting  the  argument,  we 
shall  take  the  liberty  sometimes  of 
using  his  words,  and  sometimes 
our  own,  as  may  best  enable  us  to 
bring  the  question  briefly  before 
our  readers. 

First,  let  us  observe,  that  the 
Christian  church,  or  that  portion  of 
our  fellow  men  who  publicly  pro- 
fess to  believe  and  obey  the  scrip- 
tures, is  divided  on  many  ques- 
tions of  religious  belief  and  prac- 
tice. Such  a  result  must  necessa- 
rily be  expected  from  the  intellec- 
tual and  moral  fallibility  of  man, 
and  from  the  different  endowments 
of  reason,  or  attainments  in  holi- 
ness, which  different  men  bring  to 
the  perusal  of  the  oracles  of  God. 
Men  of  equal  piety  but  of  unequal 
intellects,  would  view  the  same 
truth  in  very  different  lights.  The 
same  result  would  take  place,  if 
tiie  parties  were  men  of  equal  in- 
tellect, and  unequal  piety.  And 
still  more,  the  prejudices  of  educa- 
tion, the  force  of  habit,  the  bias  of 
former  prepossessions  are  sufficient 
to  account  for  much  of  the  diver- 
sity of  opinion,  which  exists  in 
men  who  might  be  supposed  of 
equal  attainments  in  intellect  and 
in  morals.  These  differences  do 
actually  exist,  and  must  continue 
to  exist  indetinitely,  so  long  as 
God  shall  make  men  so  unlike- 
each  other,  and  while  with  all  this 
unlikeness  each  one  forms  for  him- 
self his  own  opinion  concerning 
the  inspired  record  before  him. 

Now  where  this  diversity  of  opi- 
nion produces  unkind  ness  and  ill 
will,  as  it  frequently  has  done,  or 
where  it  has  been  of  decided  in- 
jury to  the  interests  of  holiness,  it 
is  doubtless  to  be  lamented ;  and 
in  this  lamentation,  no  one  will 
join  more  heartily  than  ourselves. 
But  we  must  confess  that  our  sen- 
sibilities are  not  so  easily  wounded 
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as  are  tliose  of  many  of  our  breth- 
ren, at  the  mere  fact  of  division 
among  those  who  profess  to  believe 
and  obey  the  scriptures.  As  this 
division  is  the  result  of  our  intel- 
lectual and  moral  fallibility,  so  it 
is  one  of  the  means  which  God  has 
devised  to  prevent  ihe  ill  eftects  of 
it.  A  prepossession  in  one  party, 
frequently  counterbalances  a  con- 
trary prepossession  in  another  ;  er- 
ror in  this  sect,  neutralizes  an  op- 
posite error  in  that,  and  thus  by 
a  mutual  system  of  checks  and 
balances,  the  whole  religious  world 
is  kept  much  nearer  to  the  truth, 
than  it  would  be  without  such  an 
arrangement. 

But  still  more ;  man  is  exceed- 
ingly sinful,  and  the  natural  ten- 
dency of  every  thing  which  passes 
through  his  hands,  is  to  deteriora- 
tion. An  astonishing  series  of  mi- 
racles and  judgments  was  neces- 
sary to  sustain  the  tone  of  piety  in 
the  ancient  church,  or  even  to  keep 
it  from  falling  back  again  into  the 
idolatry  of  the  heathen.  The  his- 
tory of  the  Christian  church  has 
shown  the  same  melancholy  ten- 
dency. Some  device  seems  ne- 
cessary to  maintain  it  in  any  thing 
like  its  primitive  purity  ;  and  di- 
versity of  sects  seems  the  device 
which  infinite  wisdom  has  adopted. 
It  was  thus  that  the  church  was 
purified  in  the  time  of  Luther. 
Observation  of  the  dispensations  of 
providence  would  seem  to  convince 
us,  that  this  process  must  be  fre- 
quently repeated.  The  reformed 
portion  soon  needs  reformation, 
and  a  new  division  is  necessary. 
No  one  doubts  the  benefits  which 
accrued  to  the  church,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  division  at  the  refor- 
mation. There  can  be  as  little 
doubt  of  the  good  which  has  been 
produced  by  the  schism  of  Wesley 
and  Whitefield  from  the  Episcopal 
church.  In  fact,  we  do  not  recol- 
lect an  instance  of  division  of  this 
kind,  which  has  not  resulted  in 
substantial  improvement  to  the 
moral  interests  of  mam 


And  the  benefit  of  such  a  divis- 
ion is  very  diversified.  In  the 
first  place,  the  seceding  sect,  gen- 
erally poor,  resolute,  and  with  a 
zeal  most  commonly  quickened  by 
persecution,  have  set  themselves  in 
earnest  about  the  work  of  propa- 
gating religion  ; — religion  tinged, 
it  may  be,  with  the  shade  of  their 
own  peculiar  belief.  Nevertheless, 
it  has  been  substantially  the  relig- 
ion of  Jesus  Christ.  And  by  the 
peculiar  zeal  with  which  they  have 
laboured  to  promulgate  it, — a  zeal 
awakened  by  the  very  fact  of  se- 
cession,— they  have  produced  a 
greater  moral  effect  upon  the  world, 
than  ever  they  would  have  done  if 
nursed  in  the  bosom  of  an  ancient, 
wealthy,  and  indolent  church.  And 
on  the  contrary  this  very  division 
has  not  unfrequently  been  of  essen- 
tial service  to  the  original  stock. 
The  shock  produced  by  a  numer- 
ous secession  has  generally  aroused 
her  members  to  greater  strictness 
of  Christian  practice,  and  to  a  high- 
er tone  of  Christian  feeling.  It  has 
taught  them,  that  the  only  way  to 
support  a  tottering  church,  was  to 
make  that  church  more  really  and 
thoroughly  religious.  They  have 
found  that  the  only  way  to  check 
the  progress  of  enthusiasm  was  to 
become  somewhat  more  enthusias- 
tic themselves.  Or  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  part  which  is  left  be  too 
far  gone  for  such  resuscitation,  the 
abstraction  of  that  portion,  which 
contained  the  real  piety  of  the 
whole,  leaves  the  other  to  stand  or 
fall  entirely  by  its  own  merits.  A 
nominal  church  in  tliis  state,  very 
soon  sinks  into  alliance  with  the 
world,  loses  all  its  moral  influence 
with  the  publick,  and  arrives, 
sooner  or  later,  at  the  nothingness 
which  it  deserves.  In  either  of 
the  cases,  the  real  interests  of  re- 
ligion are  promoted. 

We  have  thus  far  supposed  the 
seceding  to  be  the  better  part  of 
the  original  sect.  But  the  result 
is  in  effect  the  same,  where  the 
case  is  the  reverse.    By  division, 
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a  diurch  is  frequently  severed  at 
once  from  the  more  worldly  or 
more  corrupt  of  its  members,  and 
rises  at  once  to  greater  piety  and 
more  extensive  usefulness. 

And  once  more.  With  the  de- 
gree of  holiness  at  present  enjoyed 
by  the  church,  this  division  into 
different  denominations  seems  ne- 
cessary to  produce  the  exertions 
required  for  securing  the  universal 
diffusion  of  Christianity.  It  brings 
many  of  the  other  principles  of  the 
human  heart  into  action,  in  aid  of 
the  principle  of  holiness.  Each 
different  sect  is  a  separate  corps  in 
a  different  dress  ;  but  all  under  the 
same  banner  5  all  following  the 
same  Captain  of  salvation,  and  all 
enlisted  in  the  same  warfare  against 
the  same  common  enemy.  Each 
engaged  in  its  own  peculiar  de- 
partment, provokes  every  other 
corps  to  more  Christian  emulation; 
and  thus  the  amount  of  service  of 
the  whole  is  mightily  increased. 
It  is  an  arrangement  admirably 
adapted  to  our  present  imperfect 
state.  It  is  the  scaffolding  which 
is  used  for  building  the  temple  5 
and  when  the  topstone  is  brought 
forth  with  shouting,  but  not  till 
then,  will  it  fall  away.  When 
more  light  and  more  holiness  are 
bestowed  upon  the  church,  she 
will  doubtless  assume  a  different 
aspect.  Till  then,  we  would  look 
with  gratitude  and  admiration  on 
that  wisdom,  which  accommodates 
so  perfectly  its  arrangement  to  the 
various  stages  of  the  church  upon 
earth  ;  and  out  of  the  very  weak- 
ness of  man,  devises  means  for  ac- 
complishing its  purposes  of  mercy. 

Instead,  therefore,  of  looking 
upon  the  ordinary  divisions  of  the 
church  of  Christ  into  different  de- 
nominations with  grief  and  alarm, 
we  consider  them  as  part  of  an  in- 
finitely wise  system  of  means,  for 
preserving  the  purity,  and  carrying 
forward  the  interests  of  religion  in 
the  present  state  of  the  world.  All 
that  is  realiy  to  be  deplored  is, 
that  these  divisions  should  ever 
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produce  animosity  or  unkindness 
among  those  who  love  the  same 
Saviour,  rejoice  in  the  same  hopes, 
and  are  equally  looking  forward  to 
the  same  eternal  weight  of  glory. 

But  be  the  origin  and  the  final 
cause  what  they  may,  these  divis- 
ions actually  exist.  We  find  that 
many  of  those  who  believe,  and  so 
far  as  we  can  see,  who  love  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  differ  considera- 
bly on  several  questions  of  doc- 
trine and  .practice.  The  question 
concerning  the  native  depravity  of 
the  heart,  and  the  operations  of  di- 
vine grace  forms  one  division  ; — 
that  concerning  the  mode  of  church 
government  and  apostolical  suc- 
cession, a  second  ; — ^that  concern- 
ing the  mode  and  subjects  of  gos- 
pel ordinances,  a  third.  These 
and  many  other  diversities  of  opi- 
nion we  know  to  exist,  and  whe- 
ther called  by  the  same  names  or 
not,  will  probably  exist  until  the 
millennial  glory  of  the  church, 
nay,  it  may  be,  so  long  as  there 
shall  be  a  church  upon  earth. 

But  here  one  thing  is  to  be  re- 
marked. All  these  several  de- 
nominations believe  as  truly  the 
articles  in  which  they  differ  from 
each  other,  as  those  in  which  they 
agree.  The  Calvinist  as  really  be- 
lieves in  the  native  depravity  of 
the  human  heart,  and  that  if  saved 
at  all,  it  must  be  through  the  sov- 
ereign mercy  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus,  as  he  believes  there  is  any 
salvation.  The  Episcopalian  as 
much  believes  in  apostolical  suc- 
cession, and  episcopal  ordination, 
as  he  believes  in  a  gospel  ministry. 
And  while  the  Pedobaptist  as  much 
believes  it  his  duty  to  offer  up  his 
children  in  baptism,  as  it  is  to  of- 
fer up  hin\self  unto  God  5  the  Bap- 
tist as  truly  believes  it  to  be  an  or- 
dinance of  man,  for  which  he  can 
find  no  warrant  in  the  word  of 
God. 

Such  then  is  the  belief  of  many 
of  our  brethren,  whom  we  really 
believe  to  be  sincere  followers  of 
Christ.    And  pow,  in  collecting 
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them  together  into  individual 
churches,  what  rule  is  to  be  adopt- 
ed ?  We  know  of  but  two  rules 
that  have  ever  been  proposed.  The 
one  is,  to  admit  to  church  member- 
ship every  one  whom,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  charity,  we  may  hope  to 
be  a  Christian  ;  the  other,  for  each 
church  to  receive  into  its  number 
only  those,  who  besides  exhibiting 
evidence  of  piety,  also  agree  with 
them  on  those  points  upon  which 
different  classes  of  Christians  most 
generally  differ. 

Now  desirable  as  at  first  view  it 
might  seem,  the  former  rule  of  ad- 
mission to  us  seems  incapable  of 
being  reduced  into  practice.  A 
Christian  believing  in  the  divine 
right  of  Episcopacy  could  not  re- 
ceive the  ordinances  of  the  gospel 
from  the  hands  of  one  not  episco- 
pally  ordained,  and  of  course  must 
in  such  a  church  be  deprived  of 
them.  How  could  a  Pedobaptist 
unite  himself  with  a  church  wnich 
would  not  administer  baptism  to 
his  children  ?  Could  a  Catholic, 
believing  in  the  divine  institution 
of  the  multiplied  ordinances  of  his 
ehurch,  unite  in  membership  with 
those  who  not  only  would  not  ad- 
minister them  to  him,  but  consid- 
ered them  the  relicks  of  an  odious 
superstition.^  And  yet  who  will 
say,  that  a  man  believing  any  of 
these  doctrines,  cannot  be  a  Chris- 
tian? But  the  materials  are  too 
dissimilar  ever  to  amalgamate. 
Men  who  differ  so  widely  never 
can  unite  together  in  the  more  in- 
timate religious  relations.  Their 
names  may,  it  is  true,  be  entered 
upon  the  same  church  book  5  but 
on  every  question  of  doctrine, 
there  must  of  course  be  a  continual 
and  conscientious  clashing  of  opi- 
nion. On  every  question  of  prac- 
tice, there  must  be  so  necessary 
and  so  rude  a  shocking  of  feeling, 
that  we  instantly  see  the  expedien- 
tly of  each  one's  seeking  for  those 
of  his  own  belief ;  and  whilst  he 
connects  himself  more  closely  with 
them,  looking  with  candour  and 


with  kindness  upon  those  from 
whom  he  honestly  differs. 

But  waiving  the  consideration  of 
expediency,  another  and  still  more 
important  question  is  still  to  be  set- 
tled, the  question  of  conscience. 
For  ourselves,  we  do  not  see  how 
Christians  who  differ  concerning 
the  obligations  of  any  positive  com- 
mand, can,  with  a  good  conscience 
toward  God,  practise  the  tfrst  or 
general  rule  to  which  we  have  re- 
ferred. How  can  a  man  who  be- 
lieves that  Christ  has  commanded 
all  Christians  to  offer  up  their 
children  in  baptism,  receive  into 
his  church  one,  who  not  only  refu- 
ses to  obey  it,  but  denies  that  such 
a  commandment  exists.*^  Where 
Christ  has  left  a  positive  rule,  we 
have  no  right  to  infringe  it.  We 
must  take  it  just  as  it  is,  and  leave 
the  consequences  with  him.  All 
the  means  in  our  power  for  enforc- 
ing obedience  to  the  command- 
ments of  Christ,  are  the  refusal  of 
admission  into  a  church,  or  the  ex- 
clusion from  it,  of  him  who  con- 
tinues in  a  course  of  disobedience. 
If  we  do  not  use  those  means,  we 
become  partakers  in  his  sin,  and 
assume  to  ourselves  the  responsi- 
bility of  dispensing  with  a  positive 
enactment  of  our  Supreme  Law- 
giver. If  we  do  this  in  one  case^ 
we  may  do  it  in  another.  If  we 
dispense  with  obedience  to  one 
commandment,  we  may  upon  the 
same  principle  dispense  with  obe- 
dience to  the  whole  code,  and  thus 
place  ourselves  in  the  attitude  of 
lawgivers,  rather  than  of  subjects. 
The  principle  applies,  for  aught  we 
see,  to  all  the  cases  where  a  differ- 
ence of  this  sort  exists.  It  is  al- 
most needless  to  remark  here,  that 
it  matters  not  whether  the  church 
to  which  such  a  candidate  should 
apply,  be  in  the  right  or  in  the 
wrong.  They  must  interpret  the 
Scriptures  for  themselves,  and 
must  practise,  and  so  far  as  may 
be  in  their  power,  insist  upoa 
others  practising  what  they  sup- 
pose the  Scriptures  to  command. 
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Every  associate  body  must  decide 
upon  the  qualifications  of  its  own 
members.  Dr.  Watts  remarks  to 
the  same  effect — "  As  a  person 
must  judge  concerning  a  society 
whether  he  will  join  himself  to 
them,  so  the  society  must  judy:e 
concerning  him,  whether  they  think 
him  lit  to  be  received  among  them. " 
Again,  Surely  the  light  of  nature 
teaches,  that  every  voluntary  so- 
ciety must  judge  who  sliall  be 
members  of  their  society,  and  en- 
joV  fellowship  with  them  in  their 
peculiar  privileges."*  Merriam, 
pagp,  28. 

And  the  principle  may  be  equal  • 
ly  well  illustrated  by  supposing  a 
Baptist  church  placed  in  similar 
circumstances.  Believing  as  they 
do,  how  could  they  admit  to  their 
chi  rch,  one  who  demanded  to  be 
received  on  his  baptism  in  infancy, 
or  who  denied  the  perpetuity  of 
baptism  altogether  ?  They  suppose 
that  Christ  has  commanded  every 
believer  to  be  baptized,  on  profes- 
sion of  his  faith,  and  thut  he  has 
appointed  his  church  to  arJ minister 
this  ordinance,  and  to  re(]'are  obe- 
dience to  it  of  t^^ose  whom  they 
may  disciple.  Now  W'»  ask,  be- 
lieving this,  how  can  they  maintain 
a  good  conscience  toward  God, 
and  at  the  same  time  by  their  prac- 
tice declare,  that  obedience  to  the 
commandinent  was  no  longer  re- 
quired.^ We  shrink  from  the  as- 
•sumins;  of  such  a  res^jonsibility. 
In  all  such  cases,  we  would  sav  to 
-a  candidate,  You  and  we  differ  so 
widely  in  our  interpretation  of  a 
command  of  Christ,  that  a  provi- 
dential barrier  is  interposed,  which 
must  prevent  our  uniting  in  the 
same  church.  We  must  asjree  to 
differ,  and  love  one  another  as 
Christians,  whilst  we  labour  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  vineyard. 

W^e  might  pursue  this  illustra- 
tion into  the  consideration  of  cases 
of  doctrinal  disagreement.  Our 
limits,  however,  will  not  allow  us. 
We  presume  it  will  be  generally 

*  Dr.  Watts,  vol.  5,  page  713. 


conceded  that  no  Christian  church, 
either  on  the  ground  of  expediency 
or  of  conscience,  can  admit  to  its 
membership  persons  diftering  from 
itself,  on  any  of  the  leading  ques-  u 
tions,  either  of  doctrine  or  prac-, 
tice,  on  which  the  religious  world 
is  at  present  divided. 

Let  us  proceetl  a  step  further. 
Nov.  only  is  a  church  obliged  to 
withhold  the  privileges  of  member- 
ship from  a  person  embracing  what 
they  consider  material  ei  ror, — they 
are  equally  obliged  to  reaume  those 
privileges,  if  after  admission,  a 
member  should  fall  into  such  error. 
The  same  faultiness  of  faith  or  of 
practice  which  would  preclude  ad- 
mission into  a  church,  must  be  also 
sufficient  ground  for  exclusion. 
Thus  very  accurately  saith  Robert 
Hall — In  every  well-ordered  so- 
ciety, the  privileges  attached  to  it 
are  forfeited  by  that  conduct  in  its 
members,  whatever  it  be^  which 
would  have  been  ^n  effectual  ob- 
stacle to  their  admission  ;  and  to 
suppose  this  maxim  reversed  in  a 
Christian  church,and  that  an  Apos- 
tle would  caress,  protect  and  com- 
mend persons,  who  might  justly 
have  been  debarred  from  entering, 
is  an  absurdity,  which  few  minds 
can  digest.  The  necessity  of  re- 
curring to  such  suppositions,  is  it- 
self a  sufficient  confutation  of  the 
svstem  they  are  brought  to  de- 
fend."* 

And  not  only  is  this  rule  believ- 
ed to  be  theoretically  correct,  so  far 
as  we  know,  it  is  adopted  in  prac- 
tice by  every  church  in  Christen- 
dom. Thus  in  the  Methodist  form 
of  discipline,  in  answer  to  the 
question,  "  What  shall  be  done  with 
those  ministers  or  preachers,  who 
hal  l  and  disseminate,  publickly  or 
privately,  doctrines  which  are  c  m- 
trarv  to  our  articles  of  religion  ?'* 
the  answer  is,  "  Let  the  same  pro- 
cess be  observed  as  in  cases  of 
gross  immorality."  This  is,  af  er 
due  trial,  ''he'^shall  be  expelled 

*  Tfrrin-   of  Communion,  page  57. 
Portland  Edition. 
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from  the  connexion,  and  his  name 
80  returned  in  the  minutes  of  the 
conference."   Much  the  same  pro- 
cess is  pursued  in  relation  to  pri- 
vate members.    "  In  cases  of  ne^^- 
lect  of  duties  of  any  kind,  impru- 
dent conduct,  indulgence  of  sinful 
tempers  or  words,  or  disobedience 
to  the  order  and  discipline  of  the 
church,"  after  due  trial,  "  if  there 
be  no  sign  of  real  humiliation,  the 
otFender  must  be  cut  oft'."  After 
such  exclusion,  ''such  person  shall 
have  no  privilege  of  sociefy,  or  of 
sacraments  in  our  church,  without 
contrition^  confession^  and  proper 
trial."    We  presume  no  Pedobap- 
tist  church  would  receive  as  a 
member,  one  who  denied  the  valid- 
ity of  infant  baptism.    We  know 
of  a  case  in  which  a  person,  desir- 
ous of  leaving  a  Baptist  and  join- 
ing a  Congregational  church,  was 
refused  admission  on  the  ground  of 
this  very  denial.  Such  is  the  course 
which  we  presume  would  be  every 
where  taken.     We  cannot  for  a 
moment  doubt,  that  the  refusal  in  a 
member  to  offer  up  his  children  in 
baptism  would  be  considered  suffic- 
ient cause  for  church  discipline,and 
if  it  were  persisted  in,  of  exclusion. 
A  writer*  on  this  subject  delivers, 
we  presume,  the  sentiments  of  all 
his  brethren  when  he  declares, — 
*'  The  omission  of  infant  baptism 
is  of  itself  a  breach  of  covenant, 
and  deserves  deep  concern  ;  it  be- 
ing a  heinous  disregard  of  duty,  for 
which  God  cannot  hold  men  guilt- 
less.'^^    And   certainly  a  church 
which  believes  this  cannot  hold  him 
guiltless ;  and  if  he  persist  in  his 
error,  must  either  withdraw  from 
him,  or  be  partakers  of  his  sin.  On 
this  subject,  we  presume  there  can 
be  no  difference  of  opinion. — And 
still  further;  a  person  from  whom, 
on  account  of  his  errors,  a  church 
kas  withdrawn,  is  of  course  de- 
prived of  all  the  privileges  of  mem- 
bership.   We  ha>^  seen  that  the 
Methodist  church  declares — "  Such 

*  Porter  on  Christian  baptiem, 
VOL  IV.  53 
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person  shall  have  no  privilege  of 
society  or  of  sacraments  in  our 
church,  without  contrition^  confes- 
sion^ and  proper  trial."  Thus  a!so 
saitii  the  Cambridge  pla  formr — 
"  While  the  offender  remains  ex- 
communicate, (Matt.xviii.  17)  the 
church  is  tt»  refrain  from  all  mem- 
berlike communion  with  him  in 
spiritual  thia'i;s,  (I  Cor.  v.  11.)^ 
and  also  from  all  familiar  commu- 
nion with  him  in  civil  things,  (2 
Thes.  iii.  6,  14.)  farther  than  the 
necessity  of  natural  or  domestical  \ 
or  civil  relations  do  require  ;  and 
are  therefore  to  foibear  to  eat  or 
drink  with  him,  that  he  may  be 
ashamed. " 

If  the  preceding  remarks  be  cor- 
rect, three  things  are  obvious. 
Firsts  that  a  church  is  bound  by  its 
obligations  to  Christ,  to  refuse  th« 
privileges  of  membership  to  a  per- 
son espousing  sentiments  which  it 
cannot  conscientiously  tolerate- 
Second,  that  a  church  is  equally 
obliged  to  resume  those  privileges, 
if  at  any  time  subsequent  to  ad- 
mission any  member  embrace  such 
sentiments ;  and  Third,  that  after 
such  exclusion  shall  have  taken 
place,  a  church  is  obliged,  to  use 
the  words  of  the  Cambridge  Plat- 
form, to  refrain  from  all  mem- 
berlike communion  with  him  in 
spiritual  things." 

Now  it  happens,  that  the  espous- 
ing sentiments  which  one  denomi- 
nation cannot  conscientiously  tole- 
rate, forms  no  objection  whatever 
to  admission  to  another  denomina- 
tion ;  nay,  it  in  fact  may  be  au 
indispensable  qualification  to  mem- 
bership. The  man  who  differs  so 
widely  from  his  brethren,  that  they 
feel  justified  in  declining  external 
communion  with  him,  may,  if  there 
be  nothing  else  to  prevent,  enter 
immediately  into  another  church 
of  a  different  denomination,  and 
publicly  profess  these  (by  suppo- 
sition) heretical  sentiments.  Now 

t  Chap.  14,  Of  excommunication  a^d 
other  censures. 
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we  ask,  has  the  relation  in  which 
he  stood  to  his  former  brethren,  be- 
come altered  bj  his  public  profes- 
sion of  what  they  considered  mate- 
rial error  ?  They  said  to  him,  Re- 
nounce your  error,  or  we  must  se- 
parate you  from  us  ;  and  because 
he  goes  away,  and  avows  it,  are 
they  to  invite  him  back  again  r 
Suppose  the  case  to  occur  between 
two  Pedobaptist  churches.  If  a 
member  is  excluded  from  a  Calvin- 
istic  Congregational  church  for  pro- 
fessing belief  in  a  doctrinal  error, 
does  he  establish  his  right  to  be  re- 
ceived back  again  by  joining"  a 
church,  which  countenances  and 
cherishes  him  for  avowing  the  very 
belief  which  excluded  him  ?  Or, 
suppose  a  person  who  had  been 
excluded  from  a  Pedobaptist  church 
for  refusing  to  offer  up  his  children 
in  baptism,  should  join  a  Baptist 
church,  would  this  public  profes- 
sion of  his  belief  in  excluding  er- 
ror restore  him  to  the  privileges  of 
membership  ?  Or  suppose  a  person 
refusing  to  be  baptized  on  profes- 
sion of  his  faith,  were,  on  account 
of  this  disobedience  (as  we  con- 
ceive it)  denied  admission  to  our 
churches,  would  his  joining  a  Pe- 
dobaptist church,  reconcile  us  to 
what  we  consider  wrong  ?  Would 
it  at  all  remove  the  conscientious 
obstacle,  which  at  the  outset  pre- 
cluded his  admission  ?  Now  unless 
it  can  be  shown  that  the  public 
profession  of  an  error  should  do 
away  our  conscientious  objections 
to  it,  it  seems  to  us  evident,  that 
the  former  brethren  of  a  person  ex- 
cluded, in  the  circumstances  we 
have  just  supposed,  must  be  per- 
fectly justified  in  withholding  from 
him  the  privileges  they  had  re- 
sumed. 

And  now  let  us  ask,  in  the  last 
place,  How  does  tliis  person,  whom 
we  have  supposed  to  be  excluded, 
differ  from  those  among  whom  he 
has  been  received,  and  by  whom 
his  error  has  been  countenanced  ? 
In  nothing  more  than  that  he  has 
once,  by  supposition,  been  excluded 


from  the  other  denomination,  and 
they  have  never  belonged  to  it. 
But  no  one  will  pretend  that  this 
circumstance  alters,  by  a  single 
hair's  breadth,  the  relation  in  which 
he  and  they  stand  to  the  church 
from  which  they  difter.  He  was 
excluded  from  his  former  church, 
because  he  held  sentiments  with 
which  his  then  brethren  could  not 
become  im])licated,  and  those  by 
wiiom  he  is  now  received,  hold  the 
same  sentiments.  They  felt  oblig- 
ed to  »4  refrain  from  all  member- 
like communion  with  him  in  spirit- 
ual matters,"  and  the  same  obliga- 
tion must  withhold  them  from  all 
those  who  participate  in  the  error 
for  which  he  was  excluded.  And 
thus  we  arrive  at  the  principle, 
which  in  the  present  state  of  the 
church  must,  for  aught  we  see,  re- 
strict the  communion  of  those  de- 
nominations which  differ  on  what 
they  consider  material  points  of 
faith  or  of  practice.  On  this  prin- 
ciple is  founded  the  practice  of 
close  communion.  What  changes 
may  result  from  the  greater  light, 
which  in  subsequent  ages  may  be 
shed  upon  the  church,  we  pretend 
not  to  know ;  but  with  our  present 
degree  of  light,  we  do  not  see  how 
the  matter  can  be  arranged  in  any 
better  manner  than  that  so  gener- 
ally adopted  by  our  denomination. 

To  sum  up  what  has  been  said 
in  a  few  words.  The  state  of  the 
question  between  us  and  our  Pedo- 
baptist brethren  seems  to  be  pretty 
nearly  this.  They  and  we  agree 
in  refusing  to  admit  those,  who  es- 
pouse  what  we  respectively  consid- 
er error  with  which  we  dare  not  to 
be  implicated.  We  agree  in  ex- 
cluding persons  from  our  respect- 
ive churches  who  relapse  into  such 
error.  Both  they  and  we,  in  the- 
ory, profess  to  abstain  "  from  all 
member-like  communion  with  such 
persons,  and  all  who  uphold  them." 
The  only  diffei-ence  is,  that  we 
carry  out  the  principles  common  to 
botli  of  us  more  fully  into  practice. 
They  certainly  ought  to  thank  us 
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lor  exemplifying  more  thoroughly 
their  own  principles,  than  they 
have  done  themselves.  We  stand 
in  fact,  as  it  regards  this  question, 
on  precisely  the  ground  of  every 
church  we  know  of  in  Christendom, 
If  tlie  whole  Christian  world  is 
wi-ong  on  this  subject,  we  are  only 
wrong  w^ith  them.  If  they  be 
light,  we  at  least  deserve  the  praise 
of  rather  more  than  ordinary  con- 
sistency. We  are  certainly  no 
more  bound  than  any  other  church 
to  defend  principles  common  to  ev- 
ery church  in  the  world.  They 
are  not  exclusively  our  principles  ; 
but  while  cdl  adopt  them,  none 
ought  to  complain  of  a  practice 
which  is  their  legitimate  result.  It 
may  be,  the  whole  Christian  world 
has  erred  in  adopting  these  princi- 
ples. This  question  we  are  per- 
fectly willing  to  investigate ;  but  if 
they  be  wrong,  Ave  hardly  see  why 
we  should  bear  all  the  blame  of  it. 

But  it  has  been  asked,  whether 
a  distinction  should  not  be  made 
between  occasional  and  constant 
communion ;  or  between  invitation 
to  communion,  and  invitation  to 
church  membership  }  To  this,  be- 
sides remarking  that  the  question 
is  fully  answered  by  the  quotation 
from  the  Cambridge  platform,  we 
reply,  If  there  be  any,  let  it  be 
shown.  If  I  could  ask  a  person  to 
commune  with  me  once,  I  could  do 
it  twice,  or  indefinitely ;  and  hav- 
ing done  this,  I  could  certainly 
have  no  «'ouscientious  objection  to 
inviting  him  to  any  other  privilege 
of  church  membership.  We  can 
see  no  principle  committed  in  the 
one  case,  w  hich  is  not  equally  com- 
mitted in  the  other.  The  remarks 
of  Dr.  Watts  on  this  subject  are  so 
much  in  point,  we  will  transcribe 
them:  *"  There  are  some  actions 
necessary  in  order  to  Christian 
communion  in  worship,  which  are 
appointed  in  general  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  but  must  be  performed 
in  some  particular  and  determinate 
way.  Now  this,  in  the  very  nature 
*  Watts's  Works,  Vol.  5,  p.  761. 


of  things,  makes  it  necessary  to 
determine  the  words  of  scripture 
in  a  particular  sense ;  and  differ- 
ent sects  of  Protestants  determine 
these  woi'ds  in  such  different  ways, 
as  will  often  be  exceedingly  hard, 
and  sometimes  utterly  impossible, 
to  be  reconciled  and  made  consist- 
ent in  one  communion."  After 
specifjang  six  cases,  he  proceeds — 

Some  are  persuaded  that  none 
have  a  right  to  the  communion  that 
are  not  baptized  by  dipping,  and 
that  upon  a  profession  of  their  faith, 
for  they  count  all  others  unbap- 
tized.  These  can  never  join  in 
the  Lord's  Supper  with  a  minister 
or  people  that  were  only  baptLf^d 
in  infancy,  and  think  that  suffic- 
ient." (Merriam,  p.  43.)  With 
this  candid  decision  we  shall  leave 
this  part  of  the  subject. 

But  it  has  been  said,  that  strict 
communion  is  at  variance  with  the 
principles  of  Catholicism  and  broth- 
erly love.  Indeed,  most  of  the  rea- 
soning in  opposition  to  the  practice 
has  been  founded  upon  this  asser 
tion.  Let  us  briefly  inquire  wheth- 
er this  assertion  be  true. 

We  always  supposed  that  Ca- 
tholicism was  a  spirit  of  mutual 
forbearance,  which  would  go  with 
a  brother  so  far  as  it  could  go,  in 
good  conscience,  and  then  part 
with  perfect  kindness.  That  cer- 
tainly cannot  be  Catholicism  on 
either  side,  which  would  require 
us,  for  the  sake  of  union,  to  give 
up  what  we  consider  essential  to 
obedience  to  God.  Now  with  these 
views  of  Catholicism  we  do  not  see 
that  the  practice  of  close  commun- 
ion at  all  interferes.  We  would 
really  throw  open  our  invitations  as 
wide  as  others,  if  we  could  do  it 
without  seeming  to  ourselves  to 
compromise  our  obedience  to  Christ 
Whatever  other  principles  may  re- 
quire of  us  we  know  not ;  but  cer- 
tainly Catholicism  can  never  re- 
quire us,  on  this  subject,  to  go  a 
single  step  further. 

But  let  us  appeal  to  facts.  Does 
the  practice  of  close  communion  in 


4lS  MISSI6NARY  1] 

the  least  interrupt  the  full  flow  of 
Christian  alFection,  which  we  are 
happy  to  say,  frequently  circulates 
so  freely  between  the  best  men  in 
both  denominations  ?  So  far  as  we 
have  seen,  it  has  nevei'  interrupted 
it  in  the  least.  We  are  sure  it 
has  not  lessened  the  attachment 
"whicli  Baptists  have  felt  for  their 
Pedobaptist  brethren  ;  and  we  pre- 
sume the  sentiment  will  be,  by 
men  of  real  Catholicism,  heartily 
reciprocated.  And  if  such  be  the 
case,  where  is  the  injury  which 
this  sentiment  has  done  to  the 
•cause  of  brotherly  love  ? 

But  it  has  been  said  that  the 
practice  of  open  communion  would 
be  politic — that  it  would  increase 
the  number  of  our  members.  To 
this  our  reply  is  short — We  have 
never  yet  learned  to  govern  our 
actions  in  reli<^ious  matters  by  the 
doctrine  of  expediency.  It  a  rule 
which  we  are  far  too  ignorant  to 
apply  to  practice.  Sufficient  for 
us  is  it  to  know,  that  the  judge  of 
the  whole  earth  will  do  right ;  and 
we  therefore  know,  that  if  we  obey 
his  Will,  we  shall  act  wisely.  Shew 
lis  that  the  practice  in  question  is 
riglit,  and  all  other  showing  is  un- 
necessary. But  while  this  is  in 
doubt,  we  are  very  unwilling  to  act 
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from  considerations  of  expediency. 

Before  we  conclude  we  must,  by 
way  of  apology,  add,  that  it  was 
our  intention  to  have  given  a  more 
detailed  analysis  than  we  have 
done  of  Mr.  Merriam's  tract.  But 
our  limits  are  filled  5  and  to  do  it 
now,  is  impossible.  We  however 
take  a  pleasure  in  stating,  that  it 
receives  our  hearty  approbation. 
We  consider  it  an  able  and  catho- 
lic work,  and  hope  it  may  obtain  a 
general  circulation. 

Perhaps,  before  concluding  a 
paper  of  this  kind,  we  ought  to  sajr 
a  word  about  the  pamphlets  of  Mr. 
Brooks,  of  which  some  of  our  read- 
ers^  may  have  heard.  We  will 
til  en  say,  that  we  believe  Mr.  B. 
to  be  a  very  well  meaning,  and  a 
very  devout  man.  From  all  we 
have  ever  heard  of  him,  we  really 
esteem  him  ;  and  we  esteem  him 
not  a  whit  the  less  because  he  hap- 
pens to  differ  from  us  on  the  sub- 
ject of  communion.  About  the 
pamphlets,  however,  we  had  rather 
be  excused  from  giving  an  opinion. 
W^e  are  willing  to  have  it  supposed 
that  we  were  not  qualified  to  esti- 
mate them.  Perhaps  we  did  not 
understand  them.  But  enough. 
Our  friends  who  read  them  will 
judge  of  them  for  themselves. 


OvvirvG  to  the  recent  loss  of  the  Ship 
ltdward  NewtoD,  of  which  the  particu- 
lars will  be  given  on  a  subsequent  page, 
we  have  been  deprived  of  the  informa- 
tion we  had  anticipated  from  our  Missiion 
in  India. — The  following  accounts  from 
the  iouinals  of  the 

ENGLISH  BAPTIST  MISSION 

are  extracted  from  the  latest  Magazines 
received  from  Europe. 

MOORSHEDABAD. 

Illness  of  Rev.  Mr.  Suttoru 
Our  active  brother  Sutton  has 
knglJi  been  compelled  to  sus- 


pend his  exertions  for  a  season; 
and  to  re-visit  his  native  land  a6 
the  only  remaining  expedient  that 
can  be  employed  with  a  view  to  his 
recovery.  This  intelligence,  pain- 
ful, though  not  unexpected,  is  con- 
tained in  a  letter,  dated  21st  Oc- 
tober last,  of  which  the  following 
is  an  extract. 

Since  I  last  wrote  I  have  been 
brought  very  near  to  the  gates  of 
death  by  a  severe  fever,  and  after 
the  fever  left  me  I  was  attacked 
with  a  liver  complaint,  under  which 
I  am  BOW  sufferiiig.    But,  bleeseti 
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be  God!  I  am  in  some  measure 
recovered,  and  am  enabled  to  move 
about  and  call  upon  mj  friends ; 
yet  I  am  not  able  to  preach 5  and 
am  so  debilitated,  and  have  had  so 
many  attacks  of  severe  illness  dur- 
ing the  last  two  years,  that  all  my 
friends,  and  the  medic  al  gentlemen 
I  have  consulted,  are  fully  of  opin- 
ion that  my  only  hope  of  restoration 
to  health  is  to  try  my  native  coun- 
try. I  am,  therefore,  preparing 
for  my  return  to  England  by  the 
first  opportunity,  and  shall  probablv 
ieave  Calcutta  in  November  or 
December.  I  am  grieved  beyond 
measure  at  the  necessity  of  my 
return  ;  and  if  the  Lord  of  the  har- 
vest would  give  me  strength  to  con- 
tinue in  this  part  of  his  vineyard, 
I  should  be  happy ;  but  I  have  now 
adopted  every  method  to  gain 
strength  in  vain.  I  am  often  fear- 
ful I  shall  never  be  able  ag  in  to 
labour  much  for  my  blessed  Master, 
and  am  distressed  at  the  idea ;  but 
all  my  concerns  are  guidej:!  by  him, 
and  I  wish  to  feel  a  full  reliance 
upon  his  goodness,  and  submission 
to  his  dispensations.  This  I  know, 
that  hitherto  all  his  dispensations 
towai-ds  me  have  been  full  of  mercy 
and  truth;  and  happiness  from  di- 
vine consolation  has  been  mixed 
with  all  my  wo.  1  received,  a 
few  days  since,  your  welcome  let- 
ter of  February,  in  which  you  men- 
tion the  approbation  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  my  returning,  if  necessa- 
ry, for  which  I  feel  thankful ;  but 
at  the  same  time  I  can  say,  I  should 
be  far  happier  in  staying,  if  there 
was  a  probability  of  my  having 
strength  to  labour  for  the  good  of 
the  heathen." 


DIGAH. 

Death  of  Mr.  Rowe. 
Mr.  Joshua  Rowe,  our  Mission- 
ary at  this  station,  has  finished  his 
course,  and  been  called  to  enter 
into  the  joy  of  his  Lord !  Informa- 
tion of  this  painful  event  has  reach- 


ed us,  from  Mr.  Statham,  at  How- 
rah,  under  date  of  October  24, 
It  occurred  on  the  11th  of  that 
month,  and  is  attributed  to  a  cold 
caught  in  returning  at  night  from 
the  neighbouring  village  of  Banki- 
pore,  where  he  had  been  to  preach. 
No  additional  particulars  from  the 
spot  have  yet  reached  us. 

By  the  deatli  of  Mr.  Rowe,  the 
Society  has  been  deprived  of  an 
able  and  diligent  coadjutor,  who 
has  been  labouring  for  many  years 
to  promote  the  g(»spr  1  in  the  East. 
His  time  of  life  was  such  as  to  af- 
ford a  reasonable  hope  of  prolonged 
activity ;  as  he  was  only  forty-two 
years  of  age,  twenty  of  which  had 
been  passed  in  India.  But  God 
seefh  not  as  man  seeth;  by  such 
dispensations  as  these  he  teaches 
us  the  great  lesson  of  submission 
to  his  righteous  and  sovereign  will^ 
and  calls  us,  in  an  impressive  voice, 
to  fix  our  hopes  and  expectations 
on  Himself  alone  ! 

Mr.  Rowe  was  married,  a  second 
time,  about  six  years  since,  to  Mrs. 
Susanna  White,  who  went  out  m 
the  Missionary  service  from  our 
Sister  Society  in  the  United  States. 
She  survives  to  mourn  his  loss, 
with  three  small  children,  besides 
three  sons  of  Mr.  Rowe's  by  hii 
former  marriage.  Mrs.  Rowe,  as 
our  readers  are  aware,  has  been 
eminently  useful  in  the  school 
department  at  Digah,  and  we  trust 
will  be  disposed  to  remain  at  the 
station  with  a  view  of  continuing 
her  exertions  in  that  much  needed 
work.  The  friends  of  the  Society 
will  not,  we  are  persuaded,  with  - 
hold their  sympathy  from  this  fam- 
ily, thus  unexpectedly  deprived  of 
their  earthly  head  and  protector! 

Need  of  more  Missionaries. 
We  must  be  permitted  to  add, 
that  events  such  as  those  it  has 
become,  in  this  number,  our  mourn- 
ful duty  to  record,  have  a  voice 
especially  directed  to  those  servants 
of  God  whom  he  has  qualified  for 
Missionary   emploTmeate.  Our 
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Careys,  our  Wards,  our  Chamber- 
lains, our  Rowes,  are  recedins:,  one 
after  another,  from  the  field  of  hon- 
ourable labour.  Who  will  succeed 
them?  Where  are  the  humble, 
patient,  zealous,  self-denying  men, 
prompted  by  love  to  Christ,  and 
compassion  for  the  heathen,  to  re- 
ply, Here  are  tve,  send  us?  We 
arc  well  aware,  that  it  is  not  every 
Cliristian,  nor  every  minister,  who 
is  fitted  for  this  especial  service ; 
and  tliose  must  peruse  Missionary 
accounts  with  a  very  unobservant 
eye,  who  do  not  perceive  that,  in 
India  especially,  a  Missionary  re- 
quires endowments,  intellectual  as 
w^ell  as  spiritual,  which  are  not 
very  generally  bestowed.  But  He 
who  has  so  evidently  prompted  his 
servants  to  begin  the  great  work, 
will  provide  the  suitable  instru- 
ments for  carrying  it  on  :  and  we 
cannot,  for  a  moment,  doubt  that 
such  are,  even  nov/,  here  and  there, 
among  our  churches,  like  the  mod- 
est proto-monarch  of  Israel,  hid 
mnong  the  stuff.  1  Sam.  x.  22. 
Our  ministers  will  perform  a  ser- 
vive  acceptable  to  God  and  their 
brethren,  by  looking  around  them 
to  discover  individuals  of  this  de- 
scription, who  may  be  encouraged 
at  least  to  address  themselves  to 
the  inquiry,  whether,  to  them,  the 
admonition  may  not  be  justly  ap- 
plied, *drise.  for  this  matter  belong- 
€th  unto  thee.    Ezra  x.  4. 

HOWRAH  (near  Calcutta.) 

The  following  Letters  from  Mr. 
Statham,  the  active  Missionary  at 
this  station,  dated  ^in  November 
last,  contain  pleasing  evidence  of 
the  gradual  progress  of  Christian 
dispositions  and  exertions  on  the 
one  hand,  and  affecting  proof  on 
the  other,  of  the  fatal  tendency  of 
idolatry  to  harden  the  heart,  and 
extinguish  every  social  and  benev- 
olent feeling. 

Prospects  of  success. 
It  is  very  encouraging  to  the 


friends  of  Missions,  to  observe 
many  impediments  to  the  recep- 
tion of  the  gospel  daily  removed. 
Some  little  time  ago  no  native  of 
rank  would  hear  of  tuition  to  the 
female  part  of  his  household  ;  but 
in  many  instances  this  prejudice  is 
removed,  as  several  baboos  (native 
gentlemen)  are  now  employing 
young  women,  who  have  been  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  established  by 
the  various  Missionary  Societies, 
to  teach  their  wives  and  daughters. 
W^ho  can  tell  how  this  little  leaven 
may  spread  ?  The  day  of  small 
things  is  not  to  be  despised.  I 
am  happy  to  say,  that  amongst 
nominal  Christians  in  this  place, 
there  seems  to  be  a  great  concern 
about  religious  tilings.  When  I 
first  came  to  Howrah,  three  years 
ago,  I  preached  in  a  small  bunga- 
low to  a  few  friends  5  then  a  puc- 
kah  house  was  rented  ;  this  became 
too  small :  it  was  proposed  to  build 
a  chapel — by  the  blessing  of  God 
it  was  built  :  it  contains  with  ease 
one  hundred  and  eighty  persons  : 
last  Sabbatli  night  it  was  too  small 
to  contain  the  congregation  assem- 
bled. This  station  is  most  admi- 
rably calculated  for  Missionary  ex- 
ertions, as  natives  from  all  parts  of 
this  vast  empire  are  continually 
passing  and  repassing.  I  have  en- 
deavoured, amidst  the  many  and 
important  duties  which  are  devolv- 
ed upon  me  since  the  decease  of 
brother  Harle,  to  neglect  none  if 
possible.  Tracts  I  give  to  all 
{\v\io  can  read  them).  I  preach 
lour  sermons  a  week  in  English  : 
attend  the  native  schools,  which 
are  on  the  increase  rapidly— but 
want  help. 

Cruelty  of  Paganism. 

You,  who  have  never  witnessed 
scenes  such  as  I  am  daily  called  to 
see,  cannot  form  an  adequate  idea 
of  the  extreme  apathy  of  the  Hin- 
doos to  the  misfortunes  of  their 
fellow-creatures.  Some  writers 
have  called  them  mild,  inoffensive, 
and  peaceable  :  but,  alas  !  if  ever 
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there  was  a  nation  which  needed 
the  influences  of  the  gospel  to  es- 
tablish peace  and  mildness  among 
them,  it  is  the  Hindoo  nation. 
Love  either  to  their  gods  or  to  man 
they  know  nothing  of.  I  will  re- 
late a  scene  I  was  called  to  witness 
the  other  evening,  w  hich  I  am  sure 
will  fully  corroborate  these  re- 
marks. A  small  native  hut  had 
taken  fire  about  half  a  mile  from 
where  I  live,  and  as  it  was  to 
windward  of  the  village,  consisting 
of  about  twenty  thatched  huts, 
they  were  in  great  danger  of  being 
all  burnt.  The  fire  was  very  brill- 
iant from  the  nature  of  the  mate- 
rials, bamboos,  straw,  and  mats. 
I  perceived  it  from  the  virandah 
where  I  was  sitting,  mounted  my 
horse  and  rode  down  immediately. 
Before  I  got  there,  about  five  dwel- 
lings were  totally  consumed,  and 
two  others  v.ere  on  fire.  It  was 
astonishing  to  see  the  apparent  and 
total  want  of  sympathy  in  the 
minds  of  the  natives  present. 
Though  above  a  thousand  of  them 
were  assembled  from  the  neighbour- 
ing large  village  of  Sulkea,  not  one 
would  assist  in  extinguishing  the 
flames,  but  seemed  to  enjoy  the 
bonfire.  No  means  were  adopted 
to  stay  the  flames  except  by  those 
poor  wretched  creatures  whose  huts 
were  on  fire.  On  my  remonstrat- 
ing with  them,  and  entreating 
them  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to 
their  neighbours,  these  were  the 
answers  :  My  house  is  not  on  fire 
— Who  will  give  me  pay  ? — What 
power  have  I  over  fire  } — To  be 
burnt  will  be  worse  than  to  see 
fire.  Thus  they  sufi*ered  the  flames 
to  spread,  until  they  had  now  con- 
sumed nearly  half  the  place,  and 
from  one  of  the  huts  which  had  just 
taken  fire  a  dreadful  screaming  and 
lamentation  issued.  On  inquiry,  I 
found  it  was  from  a  poor  old  de- 
crepit woman  :  I  urged  them  to  fly 
to  her  rescue.  Oh  the  horrid  feel- 
ings they  evinced  :  She  is  not  my 
mother — She  is  too  old  to  gain 
salt — Her  time  is  come — ^^^'"e  shall 


see  a  suttee.  I  offered  them  hvh- 
shees  (gifts)  if  they  would  go  into 
the  house  with  me  and  bring  her 
out.  The  name  of  rupees  has 
something  of  an  electric  charm  upon 
them,  ibr  no  sooner  was  this  heard 
than  so  many  ran  to  her  relief,  that 
they  could  not  all  touch  even  the 
cot  on  which  she  lay.  However, 
the  poor  creature  was  saved  (for 
that  time);  but  none  but  those  of 
the  lowest  caste  dared,  even  for 
lucre'' s  sake,  to  carry  a  sick  person. 
The  lofty  Brahmins  stood  uncon- 
cerned spectators,  arid  reprobated 
the  conduct  of  some  Lascars  from 
the  ships  whom  I  had  prevailed  on 
to  endeavour  to  extinguish  the 
flames,  which  was  soon  effected  by 
pulling  down  a  small  hut  that  was 
in  the  line  of  comnumication  to  the 
others.  With  regard  to  the  poor 
woman  thus  saved,  she  had  been 
so  terrified  that  her  illness  was  in- 
creased, and  the  merciless  sons  she 
had  borne  conveyed  her  to  the  river 
side  to  die.  There  I  found  her, 
three  days  after,  just  able  to  speak 
once,  but  no  more  :  she  died  in 
about  half  an  hour — it  was  evident 
that  m.ud  had  been  put  into  her 
mouth.  Oh,  when,  w^hen  shall  we 
behold  the  glorious  day  of  deliver- 
ance approach  I  Nothing  but  the 
gospePs  rays  can  dispel  such  hor- 
rid clouds  of  superstition!  The 
other  day  I  sent  a  poor  man,  who 
had  met  with  a  sad  accident,  over 
to  Calcutta  to  the  native  hospital : 
1  sent  one  of  my  native  Christian 
servants  with  him.  In  a  short  time 
the  man  returned,  saying,  no  boat- 
man would  carry  him  over  because 
he  was  sick.  I  Vv  ent  immediately 
and  found  the  poor  man  lying  at 
the  ghaut  (or  landing  place),  sur- 
rounded by  a  multitude  w^io  laugh- 
ed and  joked  at  his  groans.  I  took 
him  in  my  arms  and  placed  him  in 
the  first  boat  I  came  to,  and  got  in 
myself ;  but  no  promises  or  threats 
would  induce  the  men  to  come  in 
to  row,  till  I  fortunately  remem- 
bered the  poor  sick  man  was  a 
Brahmin   of  their  caste.    I  tohi 
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them  this,  and  at  length  they  rowed 
us  over,  as  it  is  lavvful  to  attend  on 
a  sick  brahmin.  When  we  got 
over  the  water  we  were  just  in  the 
same  dilemaia  with  the  palanquin 
bearers ;  however,  by  the  powerful 
assistance  of  an  extra  rupee,  they 
carried  him. 

CALCUTTA. 

Extract  fi-om  the  Journal  of  one  of  the  Junior 
brethren  at  this  .Station. 

Hindoo  worship. 

On  the  5  th  of  May,  being  Lord's 
day,  I  took  a  ride  early  in  the 
morning  towards  Govindpore,  a 
village  lying  to  the  east  side  of 
Rada'antopore,  taking  with  me  a 
small  parcel  of  Bengalee  Tracts, 
which  I  distributed  among  the  hea- 
thens, who  gladly  received  them, 
and  requested  that  I  should  read 
to  them  a  chapter  from  the  Benga- 
lee Testament  which  I  had  with 
me;  and  being  happy  to  gratify 
their  request,  I  expounded  to  them 
a  chapter  as  well  as  I  could.  Some 
of  them,  during  the  whole  time, 
paid  great  attention,  and  asked 
several  questions,  which,  by  the 
assistance  of  God,  I  endeavoured 
to  answer.  After  I  had  concluded, 
they  entreated  me  to  call  on  them 
again  at  some  convenient  time.  I 
now  took  my  leave  of  them,  and 
returned  home. 

On  the  following  day,  I  took  an- 
other ride  towards  an  open  mead- 
ow, about  the  distance  of  five  or  six 
miles  from  my  dwelling.  Through 
this  open  and  extensive  meadow 
runs  a  delightful  rivulet,  upon 
whose  banks  stands  an  ancient  Hin- 
doo temple,  which  is  partly  built 
of  stone,  and  partly  of  brick ;  but 
it  is  in  a  ruinous  state,  through 
age  and  neglect.  Near  this  place 
is  a  statue,  respecting  which  I  made 
inquiries,  that  I  might  learn  some- 
thing of  this  ancient  temple.  Here 
is  a  workshop  adjoining  the  temple, 
where  idols  are  carved,  and  frames 
ai'e  made.  One  of  the  priests  in- 
formed me  that  the  statue  was  Mo- 


ha  Ddbe,  (great  or  sovereign  deity,) 
and  was  erected  nearly  two  centu- 
ries ago  by  one  of  the  celebrated 
Rajahs  of  that  time,  whose  name 
he  did  not  know.  Having  heard 
these  particulars,  I  entered  the 
temple  while  no  body  was  within. 
Some  part  of  the  floor  and  of  the 
roof  was  ingeniously  worked  with 
marble ;  amidst  which  stood  this 
monstrous  statue,  made  of  black 
polished  stone,  having  five  heads 
and  four  hands ;  and  on  the  fore- 
head of  the  principal  head  is  en- 
graved the  following  inscription  in 
Bengalee,  "  Sree  Sree  Moha  Da- 
be."  I  could  not  examine  the  im- 
age so  closely  as  I  wished  ;  for,  oa 
seeing  three  brahmins  approaching 
I  retired.  They  were  about  to  pay 
their  devotions  to  the  idol ;  and 
each  of  them  had  an  earthen  plate 
containing  mollified  rice,  peeled 
plantains,  and  various  sorts  of  odo- 
riferous flowers.  On  seeing  me^ 
they  politely  saluted  me  with  Sa- 
lams,  and  inquired  from  whence  I 
came,  and  whither  I  was  going. — 
I  told  them  that  I  came  from  Cal- 
cutta ;  and  as  I  had  heard  much 
talk  of  their  temple  from  some  of 
the  villagers,  I  wished  to  satisfy 
my  curiosity  by  coming  to  see  it. 
I  told  them  that  I  was  desirous  to 
learn  from  them  the  reason  of  their 
making  this  offering  to  the  idol,  and 
what  benefit  they  were  led  to  ex- 
pect from  such  worship.  They  re- 
plied, that  it  was  a  general  custom^ 
descended  to  them  from  their  fore- 
fathers, and  strictly  to  follow  which, 
they  would  reap  great  holiness.  I 
did  not  stop  here;  for  whilst  they 
were  conversing  with  me  on  these 
subjects,  I  felt  an  irresistible  im- 
pulse to  speak  to  them  something 
respecting  the  gospel  of  our  Sav- 
iour. I  was  extremely  happy  in  not 
losing  this  opportunity  of  speaking 
to  them;  for  I  perceived  that  t 
gradually  gained  upon  their  atten- 
tion; and  for  the  basis  of  my  sub- 
ject I  selected  that  passage  from 
Heb.  x.  4.  For  it  is  not  possible 
that  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goat9 
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should  take  away  sins,  with  the 
view  of  shewing  the  insufficiency 
of  any  offering  to  make  expiation 
for  sins,  except  the  blood  of  Christ, 
whose  mission  to  the  world  I  brief- 
ly explained.    After  declaring  the 
death  of  Christ  as  the  only  atone- 
ment for  sin,  they  objected  by  say- 
ing, "  Sir,  if  we  forsake  our  Hin- 
doo religion,  and  follow  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  what  shall  we  gain  by 
it?"    I  replied  by  saying,  Sirs,  if 
you  follow  Christ,  you  will  enjoy 
the  highest  felicity  in  this  world 
and  in  the  world  to  come,  by  re- 
ceiving a  crown  of  glory  which 
never  fadeth  away ;  and  not  only 
this,  but  if  you  repent,  and  believe 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  he  is 
able  to  pardon  your  sins ;  for  he  is 
now  highly  exalted,  and  he  is  seat- 
ed at  the  right  hand  of  God.  I 
then  spoke  of  the  vanity  of  the 
world,  by  saying,  ^'  What  profit 
hath  a  man  if  he  gain  the  whole 
world,  and  at  last  lose  his  own 
immortal  soul?"     They  replied, 
"  Nothing."  I  added,  nothing  can 
profit  your  souls  which  is  of  a 
worldly  nature ;  and  again,  He 
that  names  the  name  of  Jesus,  must 
depart  from  iniquity."    By  hear- 
ing me,  I  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  they  v/ere  affected  at  my 
message,  for  a  long  pause  ensued 
before  any  one  spoke.    At  last  one 
of  them  confessed,  that    "  what 
master  says  is  true  and  right  words 
of  'Dhurmo  Poostuk,  the  Bible.'" 
When  about  to  leave  them,  I  en- 


treated them  to  walk  in  the  light, 
and  to  forsake  their  idols,  the  work 
of  men's  hands,  and  the  works  and 
ways  of  darkness. 

DESIGNATION   OF  A  MISSIONARY. 

On  Thursday  evening,  May  6, 
Mr.  John  Fleming  was  set  apart  to 
Missionary  service,  at  Mr.  Upton's 
meeting  house.  Church-street, 
Blackfriars.  The  service  com- 
menced with  reading  the  scriptures 
and  prayer,  by  Mr.  Dyer ;  the  in- 
troductory discourse  was  delivered 
by  Mr.  Copley  of  Watford ;  Mr. 
I^qmey  offered  the  ordination  pray- 
er, and  a  charge  was  addressed  to 
the  Missionary  by  Mr.  Griffin  of 
Prescot-street,  who  also  closed 
the  meeting  in  prayer. 

It  has  already  been  stated,  tliat 
Mr.  Fleming  was  destined  to  com- 
mence a  Mission  at  the  Mosqui- 
to shore,  in  connexion  with  that 
which  has  already  been  established 
at  Belize,  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras. 
For  this  last  named  port  he  set  sail 
on  the  12th  instant,  with  Mrs.  F. 
and  their  infant  child,  having  em- 
barked on  the  Ocean,  Capt  Whit- 
tle, the  vessel  by  which  several 
other  of  the  Society's  Missionaries 
have  previously  been  granted  a  free 
passage.  We  trust  the  time  is  not 
far  distant,  when  owners  of  a  like 
spirit  shall  be  found  in  other  direc- 
tions, and  ambassadors  to  the  hea- 
then be  conveyed,  free  of  charge, 
to  every  region  of  the  globe ! 
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ADDRESS-  and  friends  throus^hout  the  Union.  If 

—  they  have  but  little  to  coairuunicate, 

The  Board  of  Managers  appointed  by  that  is  calculated  to  excite  the  public 

the  Baptist  General  Convention,  for  the  joy,  they  have  much  before  them  that 

purpose  of  carrying  on  the  great  designs  may   impart   encourageaient   to  their 

for  which  that  body  was  organized,  have  hopes,  zeal  to  their  efforts,  and  ardour 

once  more  had  the  jileasure  of  holding  to  their  gratitude. 

their  annual  session.  Again  the  satisfac-  The  first  attempts  of  the  Convention, 

tion  recurs  of  addressing  their  brethren  in  the  providence  of  God,  were  directed 
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to  the  Burman  empire.  At  some  periods, 
Since  the  eslablishinc;  of  a  mission  there, 
the  horizon  has  been  darkened.  The 
heavens  seemed  covered  with  clouds, 
and  the  earth  to  refuse  her  increase  ;  btit, 
at  the  present  time,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Board,  the  prospect  was  never  so 
fair,  so  full  of  promise.  By  the  labours 
of  brother  Judson,  the  whole  of  the  New 
Testament  has  been  translated,  and  va- 
rious selections  have  been  made  from 
the  Old.  These  works  are  ready  for  the 
press.  It  has  created  much  regret,  that 
the  printing  department  has  been  em- 
barrassed ;  the  fount  of  Burman  types 
procured  having  been  found  too  imper- 
fect It  is  hoped  this  inconvenience 
"will  be  only  a  temporary  one. 

The  real  character  and  designs  of  the 
missionaries  have  become  fully  known 
ki  the  country.  The  Emperor  himself 
is  acquainted  with  them,  and  has  dis- 
covered an  inclination  to  promote,  ra- 
ther than  impede,  the  work  of  the  Lord. 
He  has  treated  Dr.  Judson  and  Dr. 
Price  with  a  measure  of  respect,  that 
has  exceeded  their  highest  expectations. 
He  has  per  ratted  the  latter  to  build,  on 
a  convenient  spot,  a  habitation  for  him- 
se'f  and  family;  and  has  facilitated  its 
erection  by  a  gratuitous  supply  of  brick. 
The  last  intelligence  from  Rangoon 
states  that  Mrs.  Judson  had  arrived,  and 
that  they  were  about  going  up  to  Ava, 
to  effect  there  the  establishment  of  a 
missionary  station.  Brother  Wade  and 
wife,  and  brother  Hough,  will  probably 
continue  among  the  converts  at  Ran- 
goon. The  Board  are  aware  that  a  ca- 
pricious turn  of  thought  may  divert  from 
the  missionaries  the  patronage  which 
the  absolute  sovereign  of  the  country 
appears  disposed  to  extend  ;  they  must, 
notwithstanding,  rejoice  that  the  hearts 
of  emperors  are  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord, 
and  cannot  forbear  exclaiming,  What 
hath  God  wroughtl" 

Mrs.  Colman,  whose  services  have 
ever  been  wholly  -satisfactory  to  the 
Board,  has  removed  to  C  alcutta,  where 
she  is  occupied  in  an  extensive  and  use- 
ful sphere  of  teaching:. 

With  regard  to  the  three  stations 
among  the  Indians  of  our  country  ;  the 
Carey  station,  in  the  Michigan  terntoiy  ; 
the  Valley  Towns  station,  in  Tennessee  ; 
and  the  Withington  station,  in  Alabama  ; 
the  prospects  are  still  encouraging. 

The  Board  has  had  an  opportunity  of 
conversing  with  brother  M*Coy ;  and 
are  satisfied  and  pleased  with  the  state- 
ments he  has  given,  and  with  the  letters 
he  has  exhibited,  written  by  very  re- 
fpectable  persons  in  the  vicinity,  relative 


to  the  prudence  with  which  the  mission 
is  managed,  and  the  prospects  of  exten- 
sive good  being  accomplished.  As  the 
necessities  of  the  station  were  pressing, 
and  the  funds  of  the  Board  unusually 
low,  it  was  recommended  that  brother 
M'Coy  visit  some  of  the  principal  cities 
on  the  sea  board,  and  procure  donations 
and  collections.  This  he  has  done,  and 
has  met  with  success  transcending  antiv 
cipation. 

The  number  of  missionaries  at  the 
Valley  Town?  ha*  b^-en  considerably 
diminished.  The  ptrrsons  remaining  at 
this  station,  are  brethren  Jones  and 
Da^vson.  Brother  Roberts  was  present 
at  the  annual  meetintj  of  the  Board,  on 
his  way  to  the  North.  He  prodi'ced 
specimens  of  the  hand-writing  and  nee- 
dle-  A'ork  of  the  Indian  youth,  that  were 
truly  gratifying:.  Five,  three  of  them 
natives,  during  the  past  year  have  been 
baptized,  on  a  profession  of  their  faith 
in  Christ  Jesus.  Brother  Roberts  is  now- 
engaged  as  an  agent  of  the  Board,  and 
it  is  hoped  will  yet  be  greatly  useful  ill 
the  cause  of  missions. 

Brother  Compere,  at  the  Withington 
station,  is  zealously  occupied  in  his 
work.  He  is  greatly  assisted  and  en- 
couraged by  the  worthy  brethren  of  the 
United  Associations  in  Georgia.  It  is 
proper  to  state,  that  the  National  Gov- 
ernment is  disposed  to  assist  the  Indian 
stations  by  pecuniary  donations;  bear- 
ing a  generous  proportion  to  the  exigen- 
cies which  exist,  and  to  the  efforts  of 
those  who  are  intent  on  the  reform  and 
salvation  of  the  roving  tribes. 

The  demands  which  have  been  made 
on  the  Treasury  of  the  Convention,  for 
the  support  of  the  foreign,  and  especial- 
ly for  the  Indian  Missions,  have  been  so 
heavy,  so  repeated,  and  so  unavoidable, 
that  the  Treasury,  as  will  be  seen,  from 
the  subsequent  account,  is  exhausted. 
Without  an  increase  of  means,  the  Board 
will  be  unable  to  fulfil  the  services  and 
expectations  of  a  generous  community. 
These  means,  however,  they  trust,  will 
soon  be  supplied. 

Of  the  state  of  the  Columbian  College, 
an  Institution,  which,  it  is  believed,  has 
bf  en  formed,  not  only  beneath  the  sha- 
dow of  the  u'inirs  of  the  Generil  Con- 
vention, but  also  under  the  fostering 
care  of  the  Al  j.ighty,  an.ple  information 
may  be  obtained  from  the  exhibition  of 
the  Trustees,  which  will  be  found  in  the 
subsequent  pag;es  of  the  present  report. 
If  older  and  larger  seats  of  learning  and 
piety,  in  imitation  of  Moses,  lead  up  the 
hymn  of  triumph,  this  College  would 
ask  permission  to  share  the  joy,  and  cry 
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out,  like  the  sister  of  Aaron,  *'  Sing  ye 
unto  the  LorcL""  Two  of  the  Professors 
have  returned  from  Europe,  and  have 
entered  on  their  respective  duties  ;  a 
third  is  expected  by  the  ships  of  the 
next  autumn. 

The  arrangements  that  are  in  opera- 
tion, in  reference  to  the  ^concerns  of 
this  Institution,  are  of  such  a  character 
as  to  create  an  expectation  in  the  Hoard, 
that,  at  a  period  not  distant,  the  agent 
of  the  Convention,  Mr.  Rice,  will  be 
able  to  resume  his  active  and  unwearied 
services,  on  the  behalf  of  the  missionary 
interest.  Other  agents,  however,  are 
greatly  needed  ;  and  surely,  there  are 
to  be  found,  in  the  United  States,  breth- 
ren, possessing  the  same  spirit,  who  will 
present  their  bodies  and  spirits  a  li\ing 
sacrifice,  holy  and  acceptable  to  God : 
men  who  will  feel  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ment of  an  apostle,  when  he  describes 
the  service  as  reasonable,  in  itself,  and 
as  the  natural  result  of  a  thankful  con- 
sideration of  "  the  mercies  of  God." 
The  Board  can  have  no  hesitation  in 
stating,  that  the  want  of  numerous,  ac- 
tive, self-denying,  persevering  agents, 
for  promoting  the  important  objects  of 
the  Convention,  has  been  one  of  their 
most  serious  and  painful  impediments. 

Missionary  zeal  is  not  a  semidiurnal 
flow,  but  perhaps  it  is  almost  as  periodi- 
cal as  the  tides.  A  few  years  ago,  the 
channel  of  benevolent  effort  for  the 
spread  of  the  gospel,  was  filled.  The 
current  had  subsided  ;  hut  subsided  only 
to  return  with  renewed  abundance  and 
strength,  and  present  a  place  of  broad 
rivers  and  streams.  The  ministering 
brethren  in  the  churches  of  the  Baptist 
denomination,  have  it  in  their  power  to 
effect  much  in  this  holy  service.  To 
each  of  these  servants  of  the  Lord,  the 
Board  can  scarcely  forbear  saying,  and 
they  do,  with  respect,  with  tenderness, 
and  with  importunity,  say,  Arise,  for 
the  work  belongeth  unto  thee.  Several 
other  denominations  of  Christians  are 
proceeding  in  their  course  as  the  sun  in 
his  strength.  Their  ardour  deserves  imi- 
tation. 

The  Board  are  happy  to  state,  that 
their  counsels  and  exertions  through  the 
year  past,  have  been  harmonious.  They 
are  still  willing  to  serve  in  the  cause  of 
the  Redeemer  to  the  utmost  of  their 
capacity ;  and,  while  they  ask  their 
brethren  to  come  up  to  the  help  of  the 
Lord,  with  them  they  stand  waiting, 
with  all  the  confidence  of  hope  and  joy, 
for  the  day  when  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  revealed,  and  all  desh  shall  see 
it  together. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  AGENT. 

College  Hill,  D.  C.  30th  April,  1824^ 

Dear  Sir, 

The  period  has  arrived,  when  it  be- 
comes my  duty  to  sub  uit  to  yo».,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Board  of  \Ianciger3 
of  the  General  Convention,  an  account 
of  my  agency  in  the  service  of  that  body 
another  year. 

Soon  after  the  publication  of  the  An- 
nual Report  of  tho  Board,  and  Proceed- 
ings of  the  C'on\ontjou,  last  Sf.rinij.  I 
made  an  excu'sion  through  Virginia, 
and  a  part  of  North  Carolina,  and  then 
northwardly,  as  far  as  Philadt^lphia  ;  en- 
deavouring, as  much  as  p(^<-sible,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Association  of 
Virginia,  the  meeting  of  the  New- Jersey 
Association,  such  meetings  of  Mis-ionary 
Societies  as  I  have  been  able  to  ;<t<end, 
and  by  correspondenct-,  to  pro/note  the 
cause  of  Missions  and  Education. 

The  General  Association  of  V'irginia 
directs  its  attt-ntion  to  domestic  opera- 
tions, \^ith  prospects  of  much  usefulness. 
The  North  Carolina  Missionary  Society 
has  had  an  ae-ent  most  successfully  em- 
ployed the  year  past,  in  preaching  the 
Goppel,  forming  auxiliary  societies,  and 
collecting  funds.    The  State  Conven- 
tions, in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
are  moving  forward  with  steady  zeal 
and  effect.    A  State   Convention  has 
been  formed  in  Alabama,  with  the  pros- 
pects of  much  good  ;  and  one  also,  I 
believe,    in  Missisippi,   or  Louisiana, 
Considerable  movenient  has  been  made 
in  Kentucky;  and,  throughout  the  South 
and  West,  the  missionary  spirit  appears 
to  be  gaining  ground.    Northwardly,  in 
New-York  and  New-England,  our  breth- 
ren are  moving  forward  with  the  business 
of  State  Conventions ;  and  the  present 
exertions  of  brother  McCoy,  in  that 
quarter,  to  obtain  aid  for  the  Carey  sta- 
tion, are  extensively  and  very  happily 
successful     So  that,  although  the  funds 
of  the  Board  are  now  low,  or  rather  ex- 
hausted, the  prospect*  of  being  able  to- 
sustain  the  Missions  already  begun,  and 
to  commence  new  stations,  at  no  distant 
period.  Is  encouraging ;  and,  although 
the  peculiar  ciroimstances  of  the  finan- 
cial concerns  of  the  Columbian  College 
have  prevented  my  going  much  abroad 
the  past  year,  the  great  cause  is  still  ad- 
vancing. You  will  pardon  me,  however, 
for  taking  the  liberty  here  to  suggest  the 
very  important  advantages  which  would 
result  from  the  employment  of  an  able 
and  zealous  Agent,  whose  whole  atten- 
tion for  the  time  being  should  be  direct- 
ed to  the  Missionary  concerns. 
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At  the  close  of  the  meeting^  of  the 
General  Convention  in  Wa? hinejton,  I 
m^de  a  seltlement  with  the  Trea?nrer, 
and  payment  of  what  was  due  to  the 
Treasury  irorn  me,  as  Aijent ;  with  the 
exception  of  $69  02,  about  equal  to  the 
amount  of  depreciated  pafier  on  hand, 
(and  which  is  still  on  hand.)  including 
five  thousand  dollars  due  from  the  Co- 
luriibian  College     The   Board  having 
resolved  that  lejacies,  which  had  come 
into  the  Treasury  without  any  specific 
designation,  should  be  retained  as  per- 
manent fund,  and  only  the  interest  be 
Msed,  it  was  judged  proper  and  eligible 
for  me  to  assign  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Convention  the  unpaid  balance  of  the 
VVithington  legacy  to  the  College,  $2,000 
— as  so  much  of  the  $5,000  due  from 
the  College  to  the  Convention  ;  being  a 
good  investment  of  so   much   of  the 
amount  to  be  retained  as  permanent 
fund,  because  said  legacy  is  on  intt  rest 
at  seven  per  cent,  per  annum  ;  it  being 
understood,  also,  that,  in  case  any  part 
of  the  said  legacy  should  fail  of  beiag 
paid,  the  College  would  indemnify  the 
Convention  for  such  failure.  Also  $3,600 
of  College  Stock,  at  an  interest  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  quarterly, 
was  transferred  to  tlje  Treasurer  of  the 
Convention,  in  payment  of  so  much  of 
what  v,  as  due  ;  with  the  express  under- 
standing, however,  that  any  part,  or  the 
whole  of  it,  should  be  redeemed,  when 
the  funds  should  be  needed  in  the  mis- 
sionar)?  business.   This  arrangement  was 
sanctioned  by  a  resolution  of  the  Board. 
Unfortvmately,  during  n)y  excursion  to 
North-Carolina,  in  June,   and  sooner 
than  had  been  expected,  the  opportu- 
nity occurred  for  Mrs.  Judson's  sailing 
for  India,  and  there  was  a  call  for  more 
cash  than  was  actually  in  the  Treasury. 
This  appears  to  have  created  suspicious 
that  all  was  not  ri^ht,  in  relation  to  ray 
settlement  with  the  Treasurer ;  b\it,  in 
the  course  of  the  year,  and  in  perfect 
harmony  with  the  original  arrangement, 
the  whole  of  the  College  Stock  has  been 
redeemed,  and  probably  the  unpleasant 
impressions,  produced  by  a  temporary 
misapprehension,  have  been  entirely  ef- 
faced, or  nearly  so. 

In  ray  letter  to  you,  last  Spring,  I  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  requiring  the 
Agent  of  the  Convention  to  make  actual 
returns  and  remittances  quarterly  to  the 
Treasurer,  of  all  monies  collected  by 
him  for  the  Convention  ;  and  concluded 
also,  that,  should  the  appointment  be 
continued  to  me,  my  agency  should  be 
absolutely  without  charge  to  the  mission 
funds.  In  locking  over  the  last  Annual 
Report,  J  regret  to  perceive,  that  the 


arrangement  adopted  on  the  subject, 
owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  pressure  of  bu- 
siness, was  omitted  by  the  Publishing 
Committee.    However,  my  returns  have 
been  regularly  made  out  quarterly,  and 
full  payment  made  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Convention.    My  receipts,  on  be- 
half of  the  Convention,  have  been,  for 
the  first  quarter,  ending  the  30th  July, 
1823,  $442  66  ;  the  second  quarter,  end- 
ing the  30th  of  October,  $290  ;  the  third 
quarter,  ending  31st  of  January,  1824, 
$1688  46;  the  fourth  quarter,  ending 
this  day,  $3541  65.    Whole  amount  re- 
ceived during  the  year,  for  the  various 
purposes  of  the  Convention,  $5962  77. 
Besides  the  payment  of  this  sum  to  the 
Treasury, — The  redemption  of  the  Col- 
lege Stock,  amounting  to  $3,600,  ac- 
counting at  par  for  $750,  collected  ia 
Kentucky,  mostly  in  paper  worth  only 
fifty  per  cent. — paying  the  amount  of 
the  balance  left  unpaid    last  Spring, 
$&9  02,  consisting  mostly  of  paper  of 
little  or  no  value, — and  rendering  the 
whole  year's  service,  so  far  as  that  ser- 
vice has  been  rendered  to  the  concerns 
of  the  Convention,  absolutely  free  of  any 
charge  whatever  to  the  mission  funds  of 
the   body, — I  have  advanced  several 
hundred  dollars  in  meeting  drafts  from 
the  mission  stations. 

In  addition  to  the  sum  of  $5962  77, 
received  for  the  various  purposes  of  the 
Convention,  I  have  received,  as  Treasu- 
rer of  the  Columbian  College,  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  $9,425  58  ;  making 
a  total  sum  of  receipts  in  the  year,  of 
$15,388  35. 

Upon  the  concerns  of  the  Columbian 
College,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  here  to 
invite  your  attention  to  any  general 
statement,  as  this  will  be  done  by  the 
Superintending  Committee  of  the  Insti- 
tution. Excuse  me,  however,  in  remark- 
infc,  that  its  beneficial  action  on  the 
missionary  business  is  very  obvious,  in 
securing  one  entire  day  in  each  week, 
of  your  time,  to  the  concerns  of  the  mis- 
sion, as  Corresponding  Secretary  ;  ena- 
bling me,  as  Agent,  to  render  some  ser- 
vice, frpe  of  any  drawback  on  the  mis- 
sion funds,  and  to  advance  funds,  occa- 
sionally, as  needed,  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  missionary  objects,  and  in  secur- 
ing; a  quorum,  always  at  hand,  without 
difficulty  or  delay.  There  is  good  rea- 
son to  hope,  also,  that  the  concerns  of 
the  College  will  socn  be  in  such  a  state 
as  to  allow  a  much  larger  proportion  of 
my  time  to  be  appropriated  to  the  mis- 
sionary business. 

My  receipts  and  payments  to  the 
Treasurer,  are  ready  for  the  examinalioa 
of  the  Board. 
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The  table  of  Associations  will  be  made 
out  as  usual. 

The  Publisher  of  the  Latter  Day  Lu- 
minary and  Columbian  Star,  has  pre- 
pared a  statement  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Board. 

In  closing  this  communication,  it  only 
remnins  for  me  to  express  my  fervent 
desire  that  we  may  all  experience  that 
devout  sense  of  gratitude  to  the  Al- 
mighty, which  we  ought,  for  the  signal 
blessings  conferred  on  us,  in  the  piose- 
cution  of  the  important  objects  allotted 
us  in  his  gracious  Providence. 
Most  respectfully,  yours, 

LUTHER  RICE, 

Agent  of  the  General  Convention, 

Rev.  Wjd.  Staugbton,  D.  D.  ^ 
Corresponding  Secretary.  $ 

SUBSTANCE  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Board,  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  appointed  to 
be  held  the  last  Wednesday  in  April,  1824,  at  the 
Meeting-House  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Washington. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  brethren  Roberts  and  Farrier,  on 
the  concerns  of  the  Valley  Tovms  station^ 
reported  : 

1.  That  brother  Roberts,  and  another 
member  of  the  mission,  brother  Farrier, 
have  concluded  to  discontinue  their  re- 
sidence at  the  mission  station. 

2.  That  brother  Roberts  is  willing  to 
undertake  an  agency  in  behalf  of  that 
station,  with  a  view  of  collecting  dona- 
tions and  subscriptions  for  its  support,  or 
for  assisting  the  efforts  of  the  Board  in 
any  way  which  his  domestic  convenien- 
ces may  admit.  The  conimittee  re- 
spectfully recommend  that  he  be  ap- 
pointed to  such  agency. 

3.  That  your  committee  have  care- 
fully examined  the  accounts  of  the  Val- 
ley Towns  station  ;  and  having  compar- 
ed them  with  the  vouchers  exhibited, 
find  them  correct.  The  expenditures  of 
the  station  have  been  greater  than  the 
last  year,  owing  to  services  of  individu- 
als, which  it  was  necessary  should  be 
procured  ;  and  owing  to  necessary  im- 
provements, as  to  the  number  and  con- 
venience of  the  buildings. 

4.  From  the  statements  which  they 
have  received,  your  committee  are  led 
to  believe  that  the  mission  is  prospering. 
The  pupils  exhibit  satisfactory  indica- 
tions of  improvement.  The  natives  no 
longer  consider  the  mission  obliged  by 
their  sending  their  children  to  school, 
but  themselves  obHged  by  the  efforts  of 
the  missionaries  to  instruct  them.  Five, 
on  a  profession  of  their  repentance  to- 
wards God,  and  of  their  faith  in  the 


Lord  Jesus  Christ,  have  been  baptized ; 
three  of  whom  were  Indians.  New 
rules  for  the  government  of  the  school 
have  been  adopted,  and  their  effect  has 
been  salutary  The  number  of  the  pu- 
pils is,  for  the  present,  limited  to  50. 
The  amount  is  completed  ;  and  other 
applicants  are  waiting  an  opportunity 
for  admission. 

Resolved^  unanimously ^ThdA  the  Board 
concur  in  the  report. 

The  committee  further  reported — 

1.  That,  having  considered  the  ser- 
vices rendered  to  the  station  by  brother 
Roberts  they  are  of  opinion  that  400 
dollars  per  annum  with  which  sum  said 
brother  is  satisfied,  and  which  is  less 
than  a  preceding  aiissionary,  at  the  same 
station,  has  received,  be  awarded  him. 

2.  In  consequence  of  the  toils  and 
services  of  Mr.  Farrier,  they  are  also  of 
opinion  that  he  ought  to  receive  12  dol- 
lars per  month  for  the  time  of  his  stay. 

Pursuant  to  this  report,  the  sum  due 
brother  Roberts,  for  services  during  two 
years  and  a  half,  would  he  $1000  ;  of 
which  it  appears  he  has  received  only 
$397  05, leaving  a  balance  now  due  him  of 
$602  95.  The  sura  due  brother  Farrier, 
for  services  two  years  and  a  half,  $360; 
of  which  he  has  received  $212 — now 
due  him  $148. 

Resolved,  That  $602  95  be  appro- 
priated to  the  payment  of  what  is  due 
brother  Roberts,  and  $148  to  the  pay- 
ment of  what  19  due  brother  Farrier,  for 
services  at  the  Valley  Towns  station,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  mission  funds  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 


The  following  report  from  the  breth- 
ren at  the  Valley  Towns,  was  read,  and 
gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  Board  ; 
viz. 

When  we  take  a  retrospective  view 
of  the  dealings  of  God  with  us  during 
the  past  .year,  we  have  reason  to  be  glad, 
and  to  say  *  What  hath  God  wrought !' 
From  May  to  September,  our  prospects 
were  gloomy  and  discouraging;  but  since 
that  time  the  Lord  in  his  mercy  has  dis- 
pelled the  clouds,  and  caused  his  face 
to  shine  upon  us. 

Since  the  first  Sunday  in  September, 
five  have  given  satisfactory  evidence  of 
a  work  of  grace  on  their  hearts,  and 
have  been  buried  with  Christ  in  baptism, 
and  added  to  the  church. 

From  the  same  date,  also  the  school 
has  been  acquiring  a  stability  far  beyond 
any  thing  we  could  reasonably  have  ex- 
pected. 

We  have  limited  our  number  to  50, 
which  number  is  quit«  full ;  and  several 
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applicants,  on  the  list,  are  waiting  to 
step  in,  when  vacaucie.*  occur. 

The  new  ruJe«,  adopted  for  the  bet- 
ter regulation  of  the  school,  have  had  a 
very  salutary  efFtcl  on  both  parents  and 
children.  Tb^y  no  more  deem  it  a  fa- 
vour conff^rre-d  on  us,  as  they  formerly 
did  when  they  brougH  their  children  to 
school  ;  but  on  themselves  and  their  off- 
'  spring;. 

The  improvement  of  the  pupils  is  en- 
couratiinf!;.  A  specimen  of  the  hand- 
•writins  of  several  of  them  will  he  sent 
by  brother  Roberts. 

The  expenditures  have  been  greater 
this  ytiiT  than  the  last;  on  account  of 
having  to  pay  up  several  individuals  of 
the  family,  and  also  considerable  sums 
towards  finishing  the  school  house,  and 
a  dwelling-house  for  one  of  the  families. 

We  remain,  Rev.  and  dear  Sir,  your 
dutiful  servants  in  the  Gospel, 

Thomas  Roberts, 
Evan  Jonks, 
Thomas  Dawsost, 
John  Farribr. 

William  Staug:bton,  D.  D.  > 
Corresponding  Secretary.  J 


The  committee  on  the  concerns  of  the 
Burman  Mission^  reported  : 

That  no  very  receht  communication 
has  been  obtained  from  that  portion 
of  th.e  missionary  field.  The  last  in- 
telligence was  generally  of  a  pleasing 
nature.  Dr.  Price  appears  to  enjoy 
the  friendship  and  the  confidence  of 
the  emperor  of  Burmah,  and  of  many 
of  the  chief  members  of  his  court.  The 
emperor  has  granted  a  convenient  spot 
of  ground,  on  which  to  raise  an  edifice 
for  the  accommodation  of  himself  and 
family.  He  has  also  presented  him  with 
an  ample  quantity  of  bricks  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  building,  before  the  present 
time,  is  most  probably  completed.  Dr. 
Price  seems  desirous  of  being  useful  in 
the  capacity  of  a  physician,  and  in  the 
communication  of  such  scientific  knowl- 
edge as  must  have  a  tendency  to  shake 
many  of  the  principles  of  Gaudama  to 
their  very. foundation.  His  eye  and  his 
heart  are  not  less  fixed  on  the  great  ob- 
ject of  disclosing  to  the  natives  the  un- 
searchable riches  of  Christ  It  is  hoped 
that,  after  the  example  of  his  Lord,  he 
may  deal  prudently,  and  be  exalted  and 
extolled  very  high. 

It  is  a  consideration  that  demands  gra- 
titude to  the  Redeemer,  that  the  life 
and  health  of  Dr.  Judson  have  been  pre- 
served, until  he  has  completed  an  entire 
translation  of  the  New  Testament  into 
the  Burtuan  tongue.  Besides  this,  he 
has  also  translated  select  passages  froja 


the  Old  Testament,  which  promise  great 
usefulness.  It  is,  notwithstfindiner,  a 
source  of  very  deep  and  most  painful 
regret,  that  the  printing  operations  have 
been  suspended.  The  types  brought  by 
Mr.  Hotieh  from  Serampore,  after  his 
long  residence  there,  were  found  defi- 
cient, and  others  had  not  arrived. 

When  the  last  information  came  to 
hand,  Dr  Judson  was  at  Rangoon,  wait- 
ing the  arrival  of  his  wife.  It  is  devout- 
ly hoped,  that  herself,  and  brother  Wade 
and  vsrife,  who  accompanied  her,  under 
the  good  providence  of  the  Lord,  have 
safely  reached  their  destination.  It  was 
the  intention  of  the  Doctor  immediately 
on  Mrs.  Judson's  arrival,  to  go  up  to 
Ava.  Mr.  Hough  will  probably  con- 
tinue, fbr  the  present,  among  the  con* 
verts  at  Rangoon. 

As  the  time  has  arrived,  when  new 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Burman  mission  are  requfeite,  the  com- 
mittee close  their  report  by  recommendc 
ing  the  following  resolution,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  2000  dollars  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  use  of  the  Burman 
Mission,  and  that  the  said  sum  be  for- 
warded, for  that  purpose,  to  the  charge 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Lawson,  of  Calcutta,  as 
soon  as  practicable.  The  Board  wish 
their  missionary  brethren  at  Ava  and 
Rangoon  to  understand,  that,  of  the 
above  sum,  any  amount,  not  exceeding 
1,000  dollars,  may,  at  their  discretion, 
be  applied  to  meet  expenses  that  may 
have  been  incurred  in  erecting  a  build- 
ing or  buildings  at  Ava,  which  building 
or  buildings  shall  be  considered  the  pro- 
perty of  the  General  Convention. 

[A  letter  from  brother  Judson  has 
since  eome  to  hand,  announcing  the  safe 
arrival  of  sister  Judson  and  brother  and 
sister  Wade  at  Rangoon.  The  letter 
bears  date  9th  December,  1823.  Dr. 
Judson  remarks  :  It  is  with  great  .sat- 
isfaction I  am  able  to  inform  you,  that, 
after  two  months  of  tedious  expectation 
and  suspense,  I  had  the  inexpressible 
happiness,  the  day  before  yesterday,  of 
welcoming  Mrs  Judson  once  more  to 
the  shores  of  Burmah,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wade.  She  is  in  pretty- 
good  health,  and,  in  appearance,  seems 
actually  to  have  retrograded  ten  years, 
and  to  be  the  very  person  that  arrived 
here  in  1813,  except  that  the  fluency 
with  which  she  spoke  the  language  on 
landing,  betrayed  her  Burman  cast."] 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  report. 

The  committee  on  the  Carey  station 
reported : 

1.  That  the  goncerna  pf  the  statipn 
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appear  to  them  to  be  condncted  with 
much  prudence  and  vigour,  and  present 
prospects  highly  cheering.  The  liberal 
contributions  of  the  government,  and 
the  friendly  aiid  influent iil  support  of 
Governor  Cass,  are  regarded  with  pleas- 
ure and  gratitude. 

2.  That  the  diminished  resource?  of 
the  Board  rendered  it  necessary,  during 
the  past  winter,  that  Mr.  M'Coy  should 
Tisit  Washington.  He  has  been  with 
the  Board.  A  full,  and,  as  the  Board 
has  reason  to  believp,  a  jusl  and  candid 
exhibition  of  all  the  concern?  of  the 
mission,  has  been  presented  to  them  by 
him. 

3.  That  the  Board  conceived  it  would 
provp  a  means  of  relieving  existing  ne- 
cessity, to  commission  brother  IWCoy 
to  spend  a  few  weeks  in  obtaining:  dona- 
tions and  subscriptions,  in  Wasiiineton, 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New -York,  Bos- 
ton, and  all  such  intermediate  places, 
as  he  might  be  able  to  visit.  There 
is  reason  to  believe  that  his  endeavours 
will  be  crowned  with  considerable  suc- 
cess. 

4.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  brother 
M'Coy,  and  of  the  Board,  it  is  expedi- 
ent to  make  application  to  Congress, 
to  obtain  some  section  of  the  West, 
where  civilized  and  converted  Indians 
may  find  a  home,  alike  remote  from  the 
neglect  and  prejudices  of  white  per- 
sons, and  from  the  necessity  of  obtaining 
a  precarious  subsistence  from  hunting  ; 
where  agriculture  and  the  arts  may  be 
cultivated,  and  the  great  truths  of  the 
gospel  made  known. 

The  Board  concurred  in  this  report. 


The  committee  on  the  Withington 
station  reported : 

1.  That,  from  the  latest  intelligence 
received  from  the  station,  its  concerns 
are  going  on  with  prosperity.  The 
United  Associations  in  Georgia  have 
their  hearts  devoutly  fixed  upon  the  ob- 
ject, and  the  Indians  themselves  mani- 
fest a  lively  sense  of  the  importance  of 
instruction  in  letters,  in  useful  arts  and 
in  religion,  both  to  themselves  and  their 
ohildren. 

2.  That  from  communications  from 
the  Rev  Mr.  Mercer,  and  from  a  general 
survey  of  the  system  of  operation  that 
is  pursued,  the  committee  are  convinced 
that  brother  Compere,  who  superin- 
tends the  Withington  Station,  has  ex- 
erted his  utmost  eflforts  for  the  welfare 
of  the  establishment,  for  which  he  is  en- 
title-.l  to  the  love  and  respect  of  his 
brethren. 

3.  That  from  tbe  exposed  and  inee-^ 


cure  state  of  the  mission  buildings,  from 
their  perviousness  to  rain,  and  other  in- 
convenif^nces,  it  is  expected  that  the 
present  year  some  appropriations  will  be 
necessary  in  addition  to  the  sums  already 
voted,  and  in  addition  to  those  which 
the  government  supply.  This  subject 
they  recommend  to  the  consideration  of 
tiie  Board. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  report. 


The  Committee  on  the  African  Mis- 
sion have  no  hesitation  in  reconynend- 
ing  a  cart-fiil  regard  to  this  mission  ; 
which,  ti!0iit:h  it  /nay  seem  to  slumber 
for  a  inoiut'iit,  in  their  opinion  promises 
great  and  extensive  usefulness.  They 
therefore  recommend — 

That  a  constant  correspondence  be 
kept  up  with  the  brethren  there ;  by 
which  their  minds  will  be  encouraged, 
and  their  hands  strengthened  ;  and 
through  which  information  may  be  re- 
ceived of  the  state  of  the  Colony,  the 
progress  of  the  cause,  and  of  the  earliest 
opportunities  which  may  oflTer  for  intro- 
ducing the  Gospel  more  extensively  in- 
to the  heart  of  Africa. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  report. 


The  Committee  on  the  subject  of  bene' 
ficiaries  of  the  Board  in  Columbia  Col' 
lege^  reported  : — 

That  they  have  carefully  attended  ta 
this  subject  and  present  the  following 
as  the  result. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the 
efforts  which  were  suggested  to  be  made 
by  a  Committee  of  the  Convention  at 
its  last  triennial  session, — by  the  pro- 
curing of  sch  >larships— and  the  forma- 
tion of  Societies  through  the  exertions 
of  its  Agent,  the  Rev.  Luther  Rice,  be 
continued. 

They  further  recommend  that  the  at- 
tention of  those  churches  in  which  be- 
neficiaries hold  their  membership,  be 
specially  called  to  this  important  object 
— and  the  propriety  of  forming  educa- 
tion societies  in  their  respective  bodies 
be  urged. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  report 


The  Committee  on  the  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  Columbian  College,  pre- 
sented a  report  from  the  Superintending 
Committee  of  said  C  ollege,  as  follows: — 

The  two  Professors  who  were  absent 
on  a  European  tour  at  the  time  of  your 
last  aniii'.al  meeting,  liave  since  return- 
ed ;  having,  t»  the  great  satisfaction 
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the  Trastees,  and  much  to  the  advan-  session  ;  but  the  lateness  of  the  period 

tage  of  the  College,  succeeded  fully  in  renders  it  doubtful, 

their  object.     A  most  valuable  philo-  Although   pressed    with   debt,  and 

sophical  apparatus,  and  a  large  quan-  doubtful  of  any  relief  from  Congress  this 

tity  of  books,  were  procured  by  contri-  session,  the  confidence  of  complete  ulti- 

butions  solicited  by  Professor  Woods,  mate  success  in  relation  to  the  great  ob- 

The  apparatus  and  books  are  in  use  at  jects  of  the  College  is  unimpaired.  Not-  ■ 

the  Institution,  and  the  Professors  en-  withstanding  it  has  been  impracticable  W 

gaged  in  their  respective  duties.    Pro-  for  the  Agent  to  leave  the  College,  ex-  ■ 

fessor  Chast,  whose  state  of  health  seem-  cept  on  two  short  excursions,  his  re-  H 

ed  to  require  his  being  permitted  for  a  ceipts,  exclusive  of  the  term  bills  of  the  I 

season  to  be  relieved  from  his  arduous  students,  have  been  $9,425  58.  In  fact,  ™ 

labours  in  the  College,  has,  with  the  the  prospect  was  never  more  promising, 

approbation  of  the  Trustee=<  gone  out  The  benefit  of  each  student  to  the  Col- 

to  Europe,  and  is,  probably,  at   this  legp  may  be  taken  at  $50  a  year.  At 

time  on  the  Continent.    He  is  expected  present  93— say  equal  to  80  pay  stu- 

home  next  term,  to  resume  his  duties  dent«,  $4,000  a  year.     This  is  about 

here.    Five  of  the  beneficiaries  of  the  the  co*t  nf  the  Faculty. 

Board  have  retired  frcm  the  Institution,  *^ince  the  last  report  to  the  Board,  a 

and  one  deceased — ! he  number  remain-  Philosophical  Rail  has  been  prepared, 

ing  is  five,  and  a  few  others  supported  with  one  e-i^od  room  for  lectures,  one 

only  in  part.     The  whole  ni! ruber  of  for  the   apparatus,  portraits,  and  the 

students  admitted  to  the  Colletre  from  besinnin?  of  a  VTn«ie!mi  for  the  frene- 

tht  first  is  140 — the  present  number  at  ral  Phii  ^soDl)i>  h1  Deoartujent,  and  two 

the  Institution  93.  rooms  for  the  Preparatory  school.  The 

The  plan  of  endowing  a  Professorship  pupils  of  thi'  school  spend  the  day  to- 
by subscriptions  of  $  lOd  each  and  enti-  gether,  an'^!  thtir  tutor  with  them.  This 
tling  the  subscrib*-!  to  special  ber '  lit,  arrangement  renders  it  unnecessary  to 
has  enabled  the  Treasurer  to  obtain  appronriate  rooms  in  the  College  edi- 
bank  stock  at  a  rate  considerably  belou'  fice  to  those  students  in  the  Pre- 
par,  which  divides,  however,  three  per  paratory  school  who  do  not  board  at  the 
cent,  semi-anni:  ily  ;  and  in  the  course  College.  With  this  arrangement,  the 
of  the  year  $9,000  of  stock  has  been  College  will  admit  the  number  of  stu- 
procured,  making  with  what  has  been  dents  to  be  increased  so  as  to  be  equiva- 
before  purchasfcd,  $21,800.  lent  to  100  pay  students,  that  is,  so  as 

The  property  of  the  Collee:e,  includ-  to  bring  in  a  revenue  of  $5,000  a  year, 
ing  the  said  stock,  may  be  fairly  esti-  The  College,  therefore,  may  be  con- 
mated  at  the  value  of  $90,000.  This  sidered  as  safe,  and  capable  of  subsist- 
property  having  been  procured  in  the  ing  itself  by  its  own  resources, 
course  of  four  years  and  a  half,  and  at  Two  Agents  have  recently  been  ap- 
least  $10,000  expended  in  various  ways  pointed  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  business  in  funds  for  this  Institution  One  of  them, 
addition  to  the  cost  of  the  property  it-  Mr.  James  R.  Burdick,  is  now  at  the 
self  now  worth  $90,000,  it  is  not  to  be  South,  probably  in  Georgia.  The  other, 
supposed  the  Institution  should  be  found  Mr,  Orson  Kellogg,  is  at  the  North,  pro- 
so  soon  free  of  the  incumbrance  of  debt,  bably  in  the  State  of  New- York,  having 
Indeed  a  heavy  debt  has  unavoidably  just  commenced  his  career  of  service, 
been  created  ;  say  $30,000  on  the  pre-  From  this  general  survey  of  the  pro- 
mises, besides  $15,000  on  that  part  of  gress  the  College  has  already  made,  and 
the  bank  stock  which  has  been  pur-  the  existing  prospects,  the  Trustees 
chased  on  credit.  This  debt,  in  the  have  reason  devoutly  to  thank  God  and 
present  state  of  pecuniary  concerns  take  courage.  They  will  be  happy  to 
throughout  the  country,  is  peculiarly  receive  any  suggestions  which  the  Board 
burdensome.  In  the  hope  of  obtaining  of  Managers  shall  think  proper  to  make, 
some  kind  of  relief,  the  Trustees  in-  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
structed  the  Committee  to  address  a  Columbian  College, 
memorial  to  Consress.     This  has  been 

done.    In  the  Senate,  a  favourable  re-  O.  B.  Baowy,  3  Superintending 

port  has  been  made,  and  a  bill  intro-  Kice,V  Committee. 

duced     That  report  is  herewith  sub-  E.  Reynolds,  ) 

mitted  to  the  Board .    Some  hope  is  still  j^^^  wuiiam  staughton,  D.  D.  Corres.  > 

entertained  that  the  bill  will  pass  this  Sec.  of  Uie  General  Convention.  .> 
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CAREY  STATION. 


We  insert  rather  out  of  its  usual  place 
for  missionary  intelligence,  the  following 
Letter  from  Rev.  J.  M*Coy  to  one 
OF  the  Editors,  as  it  contains  the  lat- 
est accounts  of  the  Carej  Station. 

Carey,  100  miles  north  west  of\ 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,— July  14,  1824. 5 

Dear  Biother, 

After  leaving  Boston,  I  proceeded 
by  way  ot  New- York  to  Albany,  where  I 
purchased  some  ariicles  for  the  Mission 
v^hich  were  needed,  in  acldition  to  those 
I  had  prtviousi)  obtained.  These,  with 
the  remainder  of  our  goods,  and  30 
bushels  of  seed  wheat,  I  shipped  at  Buf- 
falo on  board  the  schooner  Neptune  on 
the  25th  ot  May,  and  on  the  same  eve- 
ning the  vessel  sailed. 

Storm  on  the  Lake. 
On  the  night  of  the  28th  and  morn- 
ing of  the  29th  we  t  xperienced  a  pretty 
severe  st.irnu  A  storm,  you  will  un- 
derstand, is  considered  more  dnngerous 
on  these  lakes  than  upon  the  ocean. 
Myself  and  most  of  ;.he  company  were 
extremely  sick.  Amidst  thoughts  in 
relation  to  myself  dumig  the  time,  I 
had  many  respecting  the  peculiar  situ- 
ation of  the  mission.  '  Ht  re  I  nave  with 
me  donations  from  husidreds  of  kind 
friends,  sent  to  the  relief  of  the  wretch- 
ed and  the  needy.  The  Mission  is  now 
in  great  want,  and  must  suftl-r  distress- 
ingly, unless  supplies  can  very  shortly 
reach  them — and  must  all  be  swallow- 
ed up  in  these  waves  ?'  The  Lord  took 
hold  on  the  winds.  He  commanded, 
and  the  winds  and  the  sea  obeyed. 

Passage  to  Carey. 

A  tedious  voyage  up  Lake  Erie 
brought  us  to  Port  Lawrence  on  the  2d 
of  June.  Here  I  found  the  100  barrels 
of  flour  that  I  had  previously  contract- 
ed for,  which  we  took  on  board,  and 
on  the  night  of  the  3d  anchored  at  De- 
troit. 

Business  of  importance  detained  me 
at  Detroit  until  the  7th.  In  this  time  I 
had  the  happiness  to  obtain  from  Gov- 
ernor C  iss  an  appointment  tor  brother 
Polke  of  Teacher  for  the  Ottawas,  under 
the  stipulations  of  the  tre?-ty  of  Chi- 
cago, which  commission  will ' afford  an 
annual  relief  to  the  mission  of  §400. 
This,  however,  it  is  expected,  will  be 
applied  chiefly  to  the  benefit  of  the  Ot- 
tawas. 

I  had  previously  intended  to  continue 
in  the  schooner  throughout  the  voyage, 
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but  as  I  could  reach  Csrey  much  soon- 
er by  land  th:  n  by  water,  and  as  I  had 
been  absent  much  longer  thnn  had 
been  conttmplated  at  mv  leaving  the 
station,  and  as  I  was  contident  troin 
many  weighty  considerations  that  I 
ought  to  get  home  as  soon  as  possible, 
I  saw  the  vessel  depart  from  Detroit, 
and  took  a  pilot,  travelled  on  horseb  ^ck 
through  the  wilderness,  and,  travelling 
more  rapid  than  usual  in  this  country, 
reached  Carey  in  less  than  five  days. 

Arrival  home. 

On  the  11th  of  June,  after  a  tour  of 
between  five  and  six  months,  I  was  -il- 
lowed  to  embrace,  at  their  lowly  abode, 
my  family  and  fellow  missionaries, 
and  the  very  children  (aative  scholars 
in  our  family  J  tor  whom  I  had  lately 
been  allowed  to  plead  within  reach  of 
many  a  generous  hand. 

While  I  rejoiced  in  the  providence 
that  had  mercitnlly  hovered  ovfr  the 
mission,  and  feit  th^t  the  obiig'^tion  of 
gratitude  on  that  account  was  peculiar^ 
I  ^)erceived  the  situation  of  my  beloved 
missionnrit  s  to  be  truly  pitiable.  Their 
number  had  not  been  proportioned  to 
the  burchen  of  labours  and  cares  which 
their  peculiar  circumstances  required 
them  to  bear ;  and  the  effort  to  take 
care  of  every  department  rf  the  mis- 
sion, had  been  made  at  the  expense  of 
no  inconsiderable  portion  cf  health  and 
comfort.  The  contemplation  of  these 
thip.gs  deeply  affect  my  heart,  and  sel- 
dom fail  to  wet  my  cheeks  with  tears. 
The  zeal  of  my  associates  makes  me 
feel  littk  in  their  presence. 

Wants  of  the  Station, 
About  five  miles  from  home,  my 
pleasrmt  anticipations  of  shaking  hands 
were  sadly  interrupted  by  intelligence  of 
scarcity  of  bread-stuff  at  the  mission. 
We  sent  two  of  our  Indian  youth  to  the 
Lake  to  hold  out  a  signal  that  should 
direct  the  vessel  to  the  proi)er  landing, 
and  to  take  out  a  little  flour  immediate- 
ly on  its  arrival,  and  bring  to  us  on 
h  rst  b  ii.k.  All  our  fl  -ur,  except  a  few 
pounds  fcr  the  small  children,  and  the 
sick,  had  been  consumed;  and  on  the 
18th  June,  we  f-^und  we  had  no  more 
corn  than  would  l^st  us  the  following 
day.  None  was  so  uneasy  as  myself, 
because  all  expected  the  arrival  of  the 
vessel  sooner  than  1  did,  and  I  was 
afraid  to  disclose  the  extent  of  my 
fears.  But,  happily  fur  us,  on  the  eve- 
ning of  this  day,  one  of  our  boys  arrived 
with  a  beast  loaded  with  flour  taken 
from  the  vessel. 

All  the  donations,  8cc.  to  the  mission 
together  with  the  greater  part  of  our 
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flour  and  salt,  we  have  received  at  this 
place,  having  brought  it  up  the  St.  Jo- 
seph river  (25  miles)  in  periogues 
(large  canoes,)  one  of  which  will  carry 
20  barrels  of  fl  ur,  and  is  propelled 
against  the  stream  by  the  strength  of 
four  men,  with  poles  instead  ot  oars. 

It  had  been  thought  that  the  state  of 
thisigs  had  not  admitted  of  an  increase 
of  thef^:milyin  my  absence ;  only  ^ne 
m  tive  scholar  had,  theref  )re,  been  re- 
ceived. 

Disposition  of  the  Indians. 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  I 
state  to  you.  mv  dear  brother,  thai  we 
discovrr  the  dispi  sition  f  the  surround- 
ing Ii  dians  to  be  ii  creas'ngiy  ravoura- 
bie  to  the  mission.  Six  of  thf-ir  children 
have  been  bro;  ght  to  our  family  since 
I  reached  home,  These  c  inie  wiihvur 
solicitation  on  our  pa»-t,  and  under  cir- 
cumstances t0(»  affecting  to  be  refused 
admission,  notwithstanding  our  family 
were  alreadv  so  very  numerous.  We 
have  now  fifty-nine  native  scholars, 
having  lately  stricken  one  off  the  list 
for  lo:  g  absence. 

Could  you  see  and  hear  parents  and 
children  begging  us  to  take  the  latter 
under  our  care,  you  would  feel  assured 
that  if  we  had  done  no  more,  we  had, 
at  least,  convinced  the  Indians  around 
us  that  thev  had  some  sincere  friends 
whose  faces  they  had  never  seen,  and 
who  are  willing'  to  contribute  to  their 
relief. 

Visit  of  the  Chiefs, 
On  the  29th  of  June,  four  chiefs  and 
many  others  came  in  to  see  me,  to  wel- 
come me  home  in  this  formal  way,  and 
to  inquire  the  particulars  of  my  late 
journey,  &c.  This  was  a  visit  which 
I  naturally  expected  on  mv  arrival. 

After  they  had  smoked,  and  I  had 
shown  them  some  cu>  iosities  that  I  had 
brought  home  for  this  purpose,  I  went 
on  with  the  story  of  my  tour,  stated  the 
main  object  of  my  journey,  the  most 
remarkable  occurrences,  and  those 
that  would  be  most  interesting  to  them, 
particularly,  that  1  had  ascertained 
th.il  they  had  many  svmpath'zi'ig.  and 
substanti:il  friends  in  those  ountr  *  s, 
who,  when  they  should  pray  to  G  y\, 
would  think  of  the  Indians,  and  wruld 
never  forget  them;  tfat  I  hi  d  ta'kv.d 
for  the  Indians  a  great  deal,  and  oft-n, 
when  I  would  tell  the  pi  opie  that  I  had 
seen  the  native  children  very  hungry, 
and  destitute  of  clorhes,  that  most  of 
the  natives  had  no  school  for  their  in- 
stru'^tion,  nor  preachers  to  teach  them 
the  way  to  heaven,  manv  were  so  sorry 
that  the  t'  ars  r^n  down  their  cheeks; 
that  they  had  told  me  to  go  home,  and 


remain  all  the  while  among  the  Indians, 
and  endeavour  to  instruct  them  in  let- 
ters, labour,  and  religion,  and  for  your 
relief  we  will  send  v^u  bvead,  clothes, 
books,  &c, ;  -nd  that  these  were  not 
that  kind  of  friends  who  would  give  on- 
1\  good  words,  which  cost  nothing;  you 
see  in  that  store-house  an  evidence  of 
their  sincerity.  They  have  request-^d 
me  to  write  them  frequentlv,  a'^d  ad- 
vise them  'f  your  progress  and  im- 
provement.— Never  have  I  sr^en  a  com- 
pany of  the  fiatives  appear  berter  sat- 
isfied with  a  talk  than  were  these. 

Improvement  of  the  Indians, 

Chebas,  a  chief  ai.d  two  other  fami- 
lies near  us.  have  C'>mm.  nc^-d  in  a 
promisi  g  m  ini/C! ,  the  impr.  vement  of 
tiieir  lands  Three  log  houses  hive 
been  erected,  and  some  land  fenced. 
Some  assistmce  in  these  la'»ours  i»as 
been  afforded  by  th  MisisiLiU,  espt  ci  lly 
when  they  have  been  at  a  loss  how  to 
proceed.  In  one  instance  ihey  raised 
the  walls  of  their  house  as  high  as  a 
man's  shoulders,  and  then  applied  for 
assistance,  saying  they  were  unable  to 
complete  it. 

Some  improvements  have  also  been 
made  among  the  Ottawas,  on  Pekelle- 
mazoo  river.  A  blacksmith  and  an 
apprentice  Indian  boy,  and  \wo  labour- 
ers, are  now  there  labouring  for  the 
assistance  of  those  people.  Brother 
Polke  has  lately  returned  from  a  visit 
to  them,  and  there  are  now  sitting  be- 
fore me  three  chiefs  from  that  place, 
who  have  this  moment  arrived  for  the 
purp'^se  of  talking  m  this  business. 

About  100  Putawatomies,  great  and 
small,  are  now  at  our  h<juse,  who  have 
come  hither  to  sneak  to  us  on  business. 
With  the  chiefs  and  young  men  we 
have  spent  half  a  day  in  council. 

Brother  Lykins  has  taken  a  j  urney 
of  a  f'.  w  weeks  to  Wabash,  that  his 
mind  may  rest  a  little  from  the  great 
care  it  sustains  at  the  station,  and  for 
the  improvement  of  his  health,  and  the 
transaction  of  business  A  b'  other  Sinti- 
erwali  of  Pniladelphia,  who  accompa- 
nied me  home  from  my  late  tour, 
teaches  our  school  in  the  absence  of 
brother  Lykins, 

Preaching  among  the  Natives, 

The  fourth  ot  July  (;ff  red  me  the 
first  opportunity  since  I  came  home,  of 
visitivg  any  of  the  natives  at  their 
houses,  fir  the  pur  iose  of  preaching. 
Afi^er  the  morning  s^rvici'S  at  the  es- 
tablisha^ent,  I  t(wk  N  laquett  (alias  Lu- 
t>ier  Hie  )  one  of  our  bnys  now  about 
16  ve:irs  of  -  ge,  and  rode  about  five 
miles  to  a  v'Uage.  No  r.  ga'  d  for  the 
day  as  a  sabbath,  was  manifested  by 
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the  inhabitants.  Some  were  at  their 
common  labours,  and  four  men  were 
engaged  in  card  pkiyinj;.  They  sliook 
our  hands  with  the  usu.il  expressions 
of  friendship,  but  ii  was  in  vain  that  I 
cncleav  ured  for  a  while,  by  cotumon 
conversation,  to  divert  thea  testifn  of 
our  gamester*  fiom  their  fashionable 
and  ridiculous  employment.  Aftes  a 
few  minutes  I  disclosed  the  object  of 
my  visit,  and  requested  attention.  The 
cards  were  imshed  out  of  sight,  orher 
persons  were  called  in,  and  all  were 
soon  preparer!  to  hear.  It  gave  me 
much  satisfaction  to  find  thr^t  one  of 
our  pupils,  who  was  wholly  ignorant  of 
the  English  langU'ige  when  taken  into 
our  family,  was  at  this  time,  capable  of 
interpreting  satisfactorily,  a  religious 
discourse 

As  the  basis  of  our  discourse,  I  read 
the  10th  and  Uth  verses  of  the  2d 
chapte'  of  Luke :  "  Fear  not,  for  be- 
hold I  bring  you  good  Idings,"  &c. 
While  I  spoke  of  man's  lost  state,  the 
interposition  and  sufferings  of  Christ, 
and  of  salvation  through  him,  all  were 
serious  and  attentive,  and  one  woman 
was  much  affected.  After  we  had 
gone  through  the  discourse,  I  took  oc- 
casion to  erjoin  on  them  the  observance 
of  the  Christian  sabbath.  Some  inquir- 
ed how  ofteti  it  recurred,  one  answered 
and  said  he  had  learnt  to  know  that. 
I  told  them  that  if  they  would  listen  to 
me,  I  would  visit  them  very  often,  and 
talk  to  them  about  these  things.  One, 
in  behalf  of  the  whole,  replied,  *'  We 
will  be  very  glad  to  hear  you.  We 
thank  you  for  coming.  We  will  be 
happy  to  hear  you  tell  us  how  to  please 
our  Father,  (God.)"  "  Yes,"  said  Por- 
cupine Mockasin,  nobody  will  be  sor- 
ry for  that;  we  will  be  glad  to  have  you 
do  as  you  propose." 

Willingness  to  hear  the  Gospel. 

These  assurances  were  repeated  in 
a  style  which  left  no  room  to  doubt 
their  sincerity,  and  along  a  smail  path, 
amidst  a  falling  rain,  and  wet  bushes, 
I  returned  home  with  feelings  which, 
brother  W.  I  think  you  could  not  per- 
fectly understand,  unless  you  were  al- 
lowed the  blessed  privilege  of  preach- 
ing Christ  to  wretched  Indians  in  a 
bark  wigwam. 

Last  Lord's  day  I  attended  and 
preached  at  another  town,  found  a 
well  behaved  and  attentive  audience, 
but  I  think  they  had  less  feeling  than 
those  I  addressed  last  sabbath.  Four 
of  the  hearers  were  chiefs ;  the  eldest, 
a  very  old  man,  replied,  havir)g  refer- 
ence to  some  particular  ideas  I  had 
advanced,  "We  know  we  are  bad, 


but  we  are  happy  to  find  that  we  are 

not  too  bad  to  be  talked  to,  and  instruct- 
ed to  do  better.  W  e  are  very  glad 
you  have  co  i.e  to  tell  us  thtrse  tilings. 
We  know  there  is  but  one  (ixi,  a)  id 
that  he  made  ali  men  or  ail  uati.-ns,  and 
made  the  w:  rid  and  eveiy  thing.  Bat 
tliis  is  all  tU  it  we  know.  W  e  have 
not  been  acquainted  with  many  things 
of  whicn  you  hav  been  speaking,  be- 
cause we  have  never  enjoyed  an  op- 

Fortunity  of  learning  thf  m.  Two  days 
shall  be  eniplo\  ed  in  procuring  bark 
to  repair  the  roof  of  my  house,  on  the 
third  day  1  will  go  to  your  house  to 
speak  to  you  again  o^i  the  subject. 

Receplion  of  a  benejiciary. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  a  Futivvatomie, 
who  resides  near  the  lake,  brought  to 
us  a  li'tle  girl,  whom  she  desi  ed  us  to 
adopt  into  our  family,  assigning  as  a 
reason  for  so  doing,  that  "  tiie  l.'dians 
die  very  fast,  so  that  it  seems  they  will 
soon  all  be  gone.  I  have  brought  my 
daughter  hither  in  hopes  that  she  will 
learn  something  good  before  her  death.'* 
The  child  is  apparently  about  9  years 
of  age.  can  speak  no  Ei^glish,  her  fa- 
ther IS  dead,  her  original  name  is  Agat. 
Believing  her  to  be  a  promising  girl, 
and  being  pleased  with  the  circum- 
stances under  which  she  came  to  us, 
we  selected  her  for  the  beneficiary  of 
**The  Female  Industrious  Society  of 
the  3d  Baptisr  Church  in  Boston,"  and, 
agreeably  to  the  directions  of  said  so- 
ciety, conferred  on  her  the  name  of 
^nn  Sharfi.  This  name  was  given  by 
the  Society  as  an  expression  of  regard 
for  the  consort  of  the  Rev.  Daniel  Sharp 
of  Boston,  Mass. 

Mv  health  has  been  declining  ever 
since  I  came  home.  The  business 
which  necessarily  devolves  upon  me  is 
a  little  heavier  than  my  slender  habit 
can  sustain.   My  spirits  have  not  sunk. 

I  am  sorry  that  a  statement  of  our 
receipts,  particularly  of  donations  to 
the  mission,  cannot  sooner  be  laid  be- 
fore the  public,  that  we  might  in  that 
way  enjoy  an  opportunity  of  returning 
our  sincere  th&.nks  to  the  generous 
donors.  The  rtcei]^ts  and  expenditures 
of  the  mission  for  1822  were  not  pub- 
lished in  the  Annual  Report  of  1823, 
for  want  of  room.  Those  accounts  we 
hope  will  appear  in  the  Latter  Day- 
Luminary  very  soon ;  and  by  the  time 
they  shall  be  out,  we  hope  to  have  all 
accounts  of  1823-4  ready  at  the  office 
to  follow. 

Most  respectfully 

Your  brother  and  humble  serrant, 

ISAAC  M'COY. 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  REV» 
D.  DUNBAR,  TO  ONE  OF  THE  ED- 
ITORS, DATED 

Nohleboro\  (Me.)  August  18,  1824. 
Respected  and  dear  Sir, 

I  HAVE  now  the  pleasure  of  informing 
yon,  that  the  Lord  has  done  great  things 
for  this  people,  whereof  we  are  c:lad.  I 
arrived  here  the  first  week  in  December, 
and  have  been  honoured  with  the  privi- 
lege of  leading  willing  converts  into  the 
typical  grave  of  our  blessed  Redeemer, 
every  Lord's  day  excepting  three,  for 
five  months  successively.  This  work  of 
God  has  been  dtep^  silent,  and  progres- 
sive. The  subjects  of  discourse  which  I 
endeavoured  to  exhibit  and  impress  upon 
the  minds  of  the  hearers,  were  the  holi- 
ness, justice,  and  goodness  of  God's  law 
— the  obligations  binding  upon  all  men 
to  obey  it — the  guilt  and  misery  entailed 
upon  all  who  have  transgressed  it — the 
total  depravity  of  the  human  heart,  and 
its  latent  enmity  against  God,  and  his 
law — the  necessity,  nature,  and  efficacy 
of  the  atonement  made  by  "  God  mani- 
fested in  the  flesh" — the  obligation  to 
repent  and  believe  the  gospel — the  ne- 
cessity of  being  created  anew  in  Christ 
Jesus — the  agency  of  the  Eternal  Spirit 
in  effecting  this  change,  with  the  con- 
comitant operations  experienced  by  the 
awakened  sinner,  when  turned  from 
darkness  to  light — and  the  ability  and 
determination  of  Christ,  to  save  ttf  the 
uttermost,  them  that  come  unto  God  by 
Him.'*  The  convictions  and  alarm  felt 
in  the  souls  of  those  who  are  the  happy 
subjects  of  this  revival,  were  of  a  silent 
and  pungent  nature,  and  their  ultimate 
joys  have  been  rational  and  moderate. 

The  number  added  to  the  church  by 
baptism,  as  the  fruits  of  God's  gracious 
visitation  among  this  people,  is  ninety- 
two  ;  and  1  am  happy  to  say  that  every 
one  of  these,  from  the  least  to  the  great- 
est, continue  to  give  evidence  that  "  the 
gospel  came  not  unto  them  in  word  only, 
but  also  in  power,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  in  much  assurance."  In  eighteen 
instances,  the  husband  and  wife  have 
been  taken  ;  and  in  some  cases  two, 
three,  and  four  children  in  a  family, 
have  been  baptized  together. 

About  the  beginning  of  February,  the 
power  of  God  began  to  appear  in  the 
First  Church  and  Congregation,  whereof 
Elder  Pilsbury  is  the  pastor ;  and,  for 
upwards  of  three  months,  progressed 


with  much  greater  rapidity  than  it  did 
amongst  us.  The  number  baptized  by 
Elder  P.  is  over  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty ;  but  1  regret  to  add,  that  for  several 
weeks,  no  new  cases  of  awakening  have 
occurred  in  either  congregation.  The 
attention,  however,  is  still  very  remark- 
able, and  we  humbly  solicit  the  prayer* 
of  all  God's  people,  that  his  Spirit  fnay 
continue  with  us  to  make  his  people 
willing,  until  tlie  praises  of  redeeming 
love  shall  echo  from  every  house,  and 
from  every  field  in  Nobleborough. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LET^TER  FROM  REV. 
PHINEAS  BOND,  TO  A  FRIEND  IN 
WATERVILLE,  DATED 

Winthropy  June  30,  1824. 

Rev.  Sir, 

As  you  have  desired  me  to  write  some 
particulars  respecting  the  work  of  God 
in  this  place,  I  cheerfully  comply  with 
your  request. 

Last  fall  there  was  some  excitement 
here,  and  a  few  indulged  a  hope  in  Christ. 
But  when  the  writer  came  (the  last  Sat- 
urday in  December)  there  was  nothing 
observable  excepting  a  little  better  atten- 
tion to  the  word.  Nothing  of  impor- 
tance occurred  to  encourage  us  that  God 
would  revive  his  work,  until  January. 
The  latter  part  of  this  month  and  the 
first  of  the  succeeding,  it  was  evident 
that  God  was  moving  with  the  still  voice 
of  his  power  on  the  minds  of  many. 
Most  of  my  time  was  spent  in  preaching 
and  visiting  from  house  to  house,  en- 
forcing on  Christians  the  importance  of 
awaking  out  of  sleep  and  calling  on  God 
fervently,  and  in  endeavouring  to  im- 
press on  the  minds  of  sinners  the  impor- 
tance of  making  peace  with  God,  and 
being  reconciled  to  him  through  the 
blood  of  Christ.  Inquiring  meetings 
were  appointed.  There  were  but  four 
serious  inquirers  at  the  first,  but  the 
number  increased  to  about  sixty.  1 
think  none  indulged  a  hope  in  Christ 
until  the  latter  part  of  February.  The 
little  cloud  was  now  evidently  seen  to 
arise  and  overspread  the  heavens,  but 
fearing  that  hopes  now  so  highly  raised 
might  not  be  realized,  and  that  the  gath- 
ering clouds  would  all  be  scattered  with 
but  a  few  drops  of  rain,  it  was  suggest- 
ed to  the  church  that  they  should  set 
apart  a  day  for  fasting  and  prayer.  Ac- 
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cordingly,  Thursday  the  4th  of  March, 
was  appointed.  The  day  was  unusually 
pleasant  for  the  time  of  the  year.  In 
the  morning  a  discourse  was  delivered 
on  the  importance  of  prayer,  &c.  The 
afternoon  was  spent  in  solemn  prayer 
and  t  xhorlation.  It  was  a  day  on  which 
memory  will  ever  dwell  with  delight. 
The  oldest  professors  of  religion  said 
they  never  saw  such  a  day  before  It 
was  so  solemn  that  many  were  con- 
strained to  say^  "'The  Lord  is  in  this 
place,  and  I  knew  it  not."  No  human 
tongue  or  human  pen  can  adeqnaielv 
describe  tde  events  of  this  interesting 
day.  There  was  a  general  attendance 
of  church  and  society.  Old  professors 
acknowledged  to  their  brethren  and  the 
world,  their  backslidinsrs  from  God,  and 
the  stumbling  blocks  they  had  laid  in  the 
way,  while  the  tears  of  penitence  flowed 
freely.  It  was  such  a  iane  as  1  never 
before  experienced.  It  appeared  that 
the  people  of  Ood  did  not  fast  and  pray 
in  vain  ;  we  trust  some  souls  were  this 
day  pricked  in  their  hearts.  The  work 
now  spread  rapidly.  It  i*.  worthy  of  ob- 
servation that  there  was  no  unpleasant 
noise,  and  no  instance  of  confusion  or 
wild  enthusiasm  apparent.  Although 
our  evening  meetings,  held  in  a  school 
house,  were  crowded,  and  many  could 
not  be  seated,  yet  such  was  the  silence, 
th.it  the  place  more  resembled  the  tomb, 
than  the  place  of  the  living.  Even  the 
sigh  of  the  heaving  bosom,  and  the  groan 
of  the  broken  heart  were  rarely  to  be 
heard.  From  this  time,  more  or  less  in- 
dulged a  hope  every  week.  The  great- 
est number  of  persons,  1  think,  who  in- 
dulged a  hope  during  any  one  week, 
was  14.  This  work  bore  down  all  op- 
poi-itiou.  The  principles  of  the  Moral- 
ist, Universalist,  &c.  were  no  more  be- 
fore the  Spirit  of  God,  than  dry  stubble 
before  the  flames.  Like  a  mighty  torrent 
it  appeared  to  bear  down  every  thing 
before  it.  All  classes  of  people  have 
been  subjects  of  the  work.  In  April, 
4^ 


we  were  called  with  joyful  hearts  to  vis- 
it the  place  where  was  much  water. 
The  18th  inst.  brother  Briggs  baptized 
14.  Lord's  day.  May  2d,  brother  But- 
ler baptized  8  Lord's  day.  May  16, 
brother  Briggs  baptized  18.  Lord's  day 
May  30,  brother  Chessman  baptized  8. 
LorH"**  day,  June  20th,  Dr.  Chapin  bap- 
tized 11.  Thix  was  a  solemn  day,  and 
wjll  not  soon  be  forgotten.  Thirty-sev- 
en came  forward  to  receive  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship  ;  17  males  and  20 
females  of  from  14  to  50  years  of  age; 
father-  and  motliers.  brothers  and  sisters, 
hushnn  's  and  vvive*^.  Lord'*-  day,  June 
27th,  brother  Bntler  baptized  seven,  two 
male*  and  fix  e  females,  all  young  people. 
Thus  66  have  followed  their  divine  Sa- 
viour into  the  liquid  grave.  Some  went 
to  the  water  doubting  and  with  a  heavy 
heart,  who  came  away  rejoicing  in  the 
salvation  of  God.  Thirty  one  of  this 
number  were  males,  thirty-five  females, 
and  fifteen  were  head?  of  families.  More 
have  indulged  a  hope  who  have  not  been 
baptized.  The  work  is  still  progressing 
and  spreading.  [WaU  Int, 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  A  FRIEND 
IN  WASHINGTON  CITY,  DATED 

Stevensville,  (Virginia^}  July  31, 1824. 
Dear  Brother, 

We  have  been  greatly  blessed  in  thii 
vicinity  for  the  last  two  months  with  a 
revival  of  religion.  More  than  200  have 
already  been  added  to  the  diflferent 
churches  in  our  denomination,  and  the 
work  seems  to  be  spreading:  in  every  di- 
rection. I  was  at  a  baptizing  on  Sunday 
last  on  the  Rappahannock  river,  where 
I  saw  91  buried  in  the  liquid  grave. 
May  the  work  continue  to  spread  until 
it  shall  cover  the  whole  earth. 

Youis  truly, 

JOHN  BAGLEY. 


Rev.  EBENEZER  SMITH. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  REV. 
E.  TUCKER,  TO  ONE  OF  THE  ED- 
ITORS, DATED 

Fredonia,  July  12,  1824. 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

At  the  special  request  of  the  late 
Elder  Ebenezer  3aiTH,  a  short  time 


since,  it  now  becomes  my  duty  to  state 
to  you  that  he  has  gone  to  receive  his 
reward.  He  breathed  his  last  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th  of  July.  Since  April 
he  has  been  gradually  declining  At 
the  first  he  seemed  a  little  uneasy  at  be- 
ing confined  to  his  house  ;  his  great  anx- 
iety was  to  preach  as  long  as  he  lived, 
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but  he  soon  hecatne  convinced  that  his 
work  was  done;  and  resigned  to  the  will 
of  God,  he  commenced  examining  him- 
self closely.  The  result  was  the  fullest 
and  firmest  confidence  in  the  doctrine  of 
grace,  and  a  holy  satisfaction  of  his 
union  to  Christ.  Grace,  grace,  was  his 
theme  as  long  as  he  lived. 

x\nd  here  I  cannot  deny  myself  the 
pleasure  of  making  an  extract  from  his 
journal,  dated  October  4,  1823. — I  am 
this  day  eighty-nine  years  old  ;  have 
tried  to  preach  the  gospel  sixty-nine 
years  and  ten  months ;  have  been  an 
ordained  elder  in  the  Baptist  order,  six- 
ty-two years  and  six  weeks ;  and  have 
travelled  and  preached  in  seven  of  the 
United  States.  I  have  been  called  in 
the  course  of  my  life  to  defend  the  liber- 
ties of  the  Baptists  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  plead  their  cause  before  the 
General  Court  in  Boston,  before  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  before  the  Court  of 
Common  Fleas,  and  before  the  Supreme 
Court ;  and  having  obtained  help  of  the 
Lord,  I  continue  to  this  day.  Although 
my  bodily  strength  decays,  I  am  favoured 
"with  the  clear  use  of  my  reason  and 
understanding.  The  things  of  religion, 
the  truths  that  I  have  tried  to  preach, 
the  ordinances  of  the  gospel,  and  the  or- 
der of  buiMing  up  the  visible  church, 
appear  to  be  a  divine  realit}',  and  that  it 
is  safe  to  die  in  the  belief  of  these  truths. 
But  vrhen  I  look  into  myself,  vs^hat  a 
poor,  sinful,  imperfect  creature  !  I  can- 
not find  any  thine;  that  I  have  done  to 
plead  before  a  holy  God.  But  1  have 
hope  through  a  Saviour's  merits.  If  God 


can,  consistent  with  his  own  glory,  shew 
raercy  to  such  a  poor  sinner,  I  am  safe, 
otherwise  I  am  lost ;  but  here  I  am,  re- 
signed to  the  will  of  God. — Lord,  if  thou 
hast  any  more  work  for  me  to  do,  give 
me  strength  to  do  it  ;  if  not.  do  with  me 
as  seemeth  good  in  thy  sight." 

Under  date  of  March  last,  he  writes  as 
follows  :  Two  persons,  who  heard  me 
preach  my  first  sermon  in  November, 
1753,  were  present  to  hear  my  last  ser- 
mon in  November,  1823,  which  completr 
ed  70  years  of  my  ministry." 

This  I  think  a  very  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstance, particularly  when  we  under- 
stand that  the  last  sermon  was  delivered 
about  500  miles  from  the  place  where 
they  heard  the  first.  These  persons 
were  also  both  present  at  his  interment. 

During  the  last  days  of  his  illness,  his 
mind  was  very  clear,  and  very  happy  in 
prospect  of  death.  He  was  exercised 
with  but  very  little  pain,  and  his  heaven- 
ly Father  seemed  carefully  and  tenderly 
opening  a  passage  for  the  flight  of  his 
immortal  spirit,  which  took  place  the 
morning  before  mentioned,  without  a 
struggle  or  a  groan. — Thus  did  Elder 
Ebenezer  Smith  come  to  his  grave  in  full 
age,  like  as  a  shock  of  corn  cometh  in 
in  his  season.  The  text,  which  while  liv- 
ing he  selected  for  discussion  at  the  time 
of  his  interment,  was  the  7th  and  8th 
verses  of  the  13th  chapter  of  Hebrews, 

I  would  further  state,  that  since  Elder 
Smith  has  lived  in  this  region,  he  has 
endeared  himself  to  all  the  friends  of  re- 
ligion, as  a  faithful  and  devoted  servant 
of  the  Lord, 


LOSS  OF  THE  SHIP  EDWARD  NEWTON, 


Our  readers  will  recollect  that  this  is 
the  ship  in  which  Mrs.  Judson  and  Mr, 
and  Mrs.  Wade  sailed  for  Calcutta  in 
June,  1823.  This  circumstance  will 
give  an  additional  and  painful  interest 
to  the  following  afflicting  account  of  her 
loss  in  a  letter  from  Capt.  Bertody,  her 
late  commander,  to  the  owners  in  Boston. 

St.  Phillip  de  Benguela,  March  12,  1824. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  painful  task  to  perform  of 
giving  you  an  account  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Edward  Newton  by  fire.  The 
impression  forces  itself  upon  me.  and  I 
cannot  help  remarking,  the  great  mercy 
of  God  in  our  preservation  through  the 


perils  of  a  boisterous  ocean  in  open 
boats,  and  finally,  when  our  case  seemed 
hopeless,  and  death  (either  by  sword  or 
famine,)  appeared  inevitable,  by  our 
sudden  and  unexpected  deliverance  into 
the  hands  of  civilized  and  hospitable 
people. 

I  will  endeavour,  as  well  as  the  bewil- 
dered state  of  my  faculties  will  admit, 
to  ffive  you  some  particulars  of  this  dis- 
tressing affair.  1  left  Calcutta  on  the 
15th  of  Decetpber;  Madras  and  Pondi- 
cherry  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month — 
had  rounded  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  was  making  the  most  of  a  fair  wind, 
with  the  prospect  of  a  short  passage, 
when,  on  the  20th  of  Feb.  in  lat.  29  S. 
long.  lOJ  E.  this  dreadful  calamity  befel 
us.  On  the  day  above  mentioned,  at 
half  past  5  o'clock  in  the  evening,  smoke 
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was  discovered  issuing:  from  beneath  the 
cabin  deck,  through  the  apertures  of  the 
run  scuttle,  which  beina:  instantly  re- 
moved, discovered  the  ship  to  be  on  fire. 
Every  exertion  was  made  to  smother  the 
flames,  but  all  to  no  purpose,  as  by 
opening  the  hatch  it  took  vent,  and  fan- 
ned the  flames,  which  rushing  furiously 
up.  filled  the  cabin,  and  oblijed  us  to  re- 
treat or  perish  where  we  were.  The 
fire  followed  us  so  closely  and  spread  so 
rapidly  under  deck,  and  the  thick  sul- 
phureous smoke  produced  by  burning 
saltpetre,  having  penetrated  every  part 
of  the  hull,  we  gave  up  all  hope  of  saving 
the  ship,  and  turned  our  attention  to  the 
preservation  of  our  lives;  and  it  was  by 
the  greatest  exertions  only  that  the  boats 
were  got  out,  and  that  we  escaped  shar 
ing  the  fate  of  our  ship.  It  does  appear 
aliiiost  incredible,  but  it  is  no  less  true, 
that  in  fifty  minutes  from  the  time  the 
discovery  was  made,  we  were  all  in  the 
boats,  and  the  ship  in  one  general  blaze, 
even  to  the  royal  mast  heads.  The 
flames  from  aft  rushed  along  the  mnin 
deck  with  such  impetuosity,  that  the 
instant  the  launch  struck  the  water,  a 
lady  passenger,  with  three  children,  (one 
an  infant)  were  actually  caught  up  and 
thrown  into  her.  There  was  no  possi- 
bility of  getting  below  after  our  first  re- 
treat from  the  cabin  ;  consequently  not 
an  article  could  be  saved,  either  of  wear- 
ing apparel,  papers,  or  any  thing  which 
could  serve  us  as  food-  Every  thing  of 
the  stock  kind  was  also  devoured  by  the 
fire  during  this  scene  of  distress  and  con- 
fusion. We  may  surely  account  it  a 
providential  circumstance,  that  we  sav- 
ed the  only  cask,  containing  12  gallons 
of  water,  all  the  others  being  under  deck; 
with  which,  and  a  bag  containing  15  lbs. 
of  bread  with  a  basket  of  potatoes,  we 
pushed  off  from  the  ship,  being  at  the 
time  so  entirely  enveloped  in  smoke,  as 
not  to  be  able  to  discern  each  other  in 
the  same  boat.  After  pulling  off,  we 
remained  at  a  short  distance  to  wind- 
ward, with  all  eyes  fixed  on  the  shock- 
ing scene  before  us.  The  flames  had 
now  got  possession  of  every  part  of  the 
hull,  and  had  ascended  the  masts  as  be- 
fore stated  to  the  royal  mast  heads — the 
whole  presenting  one  solid  body  of  fire — 
the  dense  columns  of  smoke  shooting  up 
and  mixing  with  the  clouds — a  scene 
sufficient  to  appal  the  stoutest  heart.  At 
half-past  6  o'clock,  our  goodly  ship  be- 
ing dismasted,  and  burnt  to  the  lower 
deck,  (which  had  previously  blown  up) 
disappeared,  and  sunk,  and  nothing  re- 
mained ot  her  except  a  few  floating  frag- 
ments of  burnt  sparg.   Night  closed  tbe 


scene,  and  left  us  to  realize  the  misery 
of  our  situation.  There  remained  no 
hope  of  obtaining  any  thing  that  might 
float  from  the  wreck.  All  the  provisions 
being  below,  were  destroyed  with  the 
ship,  and  our  small  stock  threatened  us 
with  starvation.  We  had  therefore  no 
time  to  lose,  but  to  make  every  possible 
exertion  to  reach  the  coast  of  Africa  ; 
and  with  the  help  of  two  pieces  of  burnt 
sails,  and  a  compass,  without  charts,  or 
covering  of  any  description,  except  what 
we  stood  in,  we  shaped  our  course  (as 
we  supposed)  for  the  nearest  point  of  the 
Continent,  in  boat? — myself,  Mrs.  Nix- 
on and  children,  and  ten  men  in  the 
launch,  the  officers  and  three  men  in  the 
other.  Strong  southerly  winds  and  a 
northerly  current,  greatly  protracted  our 
passage,  and  prt-vented  our  making  the 
coast  until  the  29th.  We  saw  the  land, 
coast  of  Caffraria,  in  lat.  19  S.  a  dreary, 
sterile  coa«t,  inhabited  by  wild  negroe* 
and  wild  bea.=t=^,  and  presenting  to  ua 
nothing  but  mountains  of  burning  sands, 
and,  on  the  sea  coast  affording  no  fresh 
water.  To  have  landed  here,  would 
doubtless  have  been  fatal  to  us  all  ;  and 
notwithstanding  we  were  reduced  bj 
thirst  to  a  state  bor-lering  on  despera- 
tion, our  reason  still  prevailed,  and  we 
had  the  fortihide  to  keep  the  sea  with 
the  land  in  sight — and  after  suffering  all 
that  human  nature  could  endure  during 
twenty  days,  in  the  boats,  we  arrived  on 
the  10th  inst.  at  this  settlement,  and 
were  received  by  the  Governor  in  a 
most  kind  and  hospitable  manner,  whose 
generous  and  unremitted  exertions  to 
supply  our  wants,  and  render  our  situa- 
tion comfortable,  do  honour  to  himself, 
and  entitle  him  to  our  lasting  gratitude. 

Since  ray  arrival  here,  I  have  interro- 
gated the  ship's  steward  respecting  the 
immediate  cause  of  this  sad  affair.  I 
mean  not  to  impute  to  him  a  design  to 
destroy  the  ship.  I  believe  the  act  of 
setting  fire  to  have  been  accidental ;  but 
his  own  confession  to  me,  proves  him  to 
have  been  guilty  of  a  most  unpardonable 
breach  of  trust,  in  disregarding  a  well 
known,  long  established  order  from  me, 
prohibiting  the  use  of  lights  in  the  mag- 
azine in  any  case.  He  states,  that  not 
readily  finding  an  article  he  was  in  search 
of,  he  took  advantage  of  my  absence, 
and  ventured  to  use  a  lanthorn ;  and 
there  remains  no  other  conclusion,  but 
that  fire  was  communicated  in  this  way 
to  a  quantity  of  straw  used  for  stowage  of 
bottles. —  This  took  place  at  4  o'clock, 
and  the  discovery  was  not  made  until 
half  past  5.  By  this  time,  the  fire,  as  it 
proved,  had  conamunicated   with  the 
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hold,  and  no  doubt  the  whole  after  part 
of  the  ship  was  burning  when  the  smoke 
was  first  discovered. 

The  constant  burning  heats  of  the  sun 
to  which  I  have  been  exposed,  during 
the  davs  of  suffering  in  the  boats,  has  so 
affected  my  eyes,  that  it  is  with  the 
greatest  pain  and  difficulty  that  I  see  to 
write,  and  I  find  myself  ubiiged  to  omit 
many  particiilars  which  if  added,  could 
have  no  other  object  than  to  swell  the 
list  of  our  past  sufferings,  which,  through 
the  great  ajercy  of  God,  seem  for  the 
present  to  have  ended. 

We  are  here  well  fed  and  comfortably 
lodged,  and  gradually  recovering  our- 
selves, with  the  promise  of  being  shortly 
furnished  with  a  pas«age  to  the  Brazil?. 

Mrs.  Nixon,  the  lady  passenger  before 
mentioned,  is  the  widovv  of  an  officer  of 
the  king's  44to  regiment,  now  in  Bengal, 
a  native  of  Halifax,  for  whom  our  friend. 


Mr.  Newton,  at  Calcutta,  interested 
himself  to  procure  a  passage  to  America. 
Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BEaXODY. 

Monies  received  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Mass,  Baptist  Education  Sotieiy, 

182<.. 

Jan.  10.    By  Cash,  interest  <if  Stock,     -  90,00 

28.           Ao.               do.               .  3:'  00 

April  5.          do.              do.              -  Qo.oo 

do.               do.               -  6^.00 

20.           do.               do.               •  oj.oo 

July  10.  do.  do.  -  90,00 
Aug.  7.   By  donation  froni  Bap.  Ed.  Soc. 

of  the  Woodstock  Assuciatiun,  65,00 

ig  531,00 

Clothing,  &c.  from  do.  S73,25. 

E.  LINCOLN,  Treas. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Evangelical  Tract  Soci- 
ety has  received  Ten  Doliars  fro  •  tlie  Feiuaie  Mite 
Society  of  Warren,  (li.  I.)  to  constitute  tlu  ir  Pas- 
tor, Rev.  John  C.  Welsh,  a  life  ni<rraber  of  the 
Society.  Aug.  21,  1824. 


WHAT  IS  TIME? 

1  ask'd  an  aged  man,  a  mftn  of  cares, 
Wrinkled,  and  curv'd,  and  white  with  hoary  hairs; 
»'  Time  is  the  7varp  of  life,"  he  said,  "  O  tell 
The  young,  the  fair,  the  gay,  to  weave  it  well !" 

I  ask'd  the  ancient,  venerable  dead, 
Sages  who  wrote,  and  warriors  who  bled ; 
From  the  cold  grave  a  hollow  murmur  flow'd, 
«  Time  sow'd  the  seeds  we  reap  in  this  abode  I** 

I  ask'd  a  dying  sinner,  ere  the  stroke 
Of  ruthless  death  life's  "golden  bowl  had  broke," 
I  ask'd  him.  What  is  time?—"  Time,"  he  replied, 
*rve  lost  it!— Ah!  the  tretisure!'*  and  he  died! 

I  ask'd  the  golden  sun  and  silver  spheres, 
Those  bright  chronometers  of  days  and  years; 
They  answei-ed,  "  Time  is  but  a  meteor^s  glare," 
And  bade  me  for  eternity  prepare. 

I  ask'd  the  seasons,  in  their  annual  round, 
Which  beautify  or  desolate  the  ground ; 
And  they  replied,  (no  oracle  more  wise,) 
'"Tts  folly's  blank,  and  wisdom's  highest />ri;5e ."' 


I  ask'd  a  spirit  lost :  but,  O  the  shriek 

That  pierc'd  my  soul!  Ishudder  while  I  speak 

It  cried,  "^  particle.'  a  speck!  a  mite 

Of  endless  years,  duration  infinite !" 

Of  things  inanimate,  my  dial  I 
Consulted,  and  it  made  me  this  reply ; 
*'  Time  is  the  season  fair  of  living  well, 
The  path  to  Glory,  or  the  path  to  Hell." 

I  ask'd  my  Bible,  and  methinks  it  said, 
"  Time  is  the  present  hour,  the  past  is  fled ; 
Live !  live  to  day  !  to  morrow  never  yet, 
On  any  human  being,  rose  or  set !" 

I  ask'd  old  Father  Time  himself,  at  last; 

But  in  a  moment  he  flew  swiftly  past ; 

His  chariot  was  a  cloud,  the  viewless  wind 

His  noiseless  steeds,  which  left  no  trace  behind. 

I  ask'd  the  mighty  Angel  who  shall  stand 
One  foot  on  sea,  and  one  on  solid  land ; 
"  By  heaven's  gr«at  King  I  swear  the  mystery's  o'er  ! 
Time  waj,"he  cried— "but  Time  shall  be  no 
more  1" 

JOSHUA  MARSDEN. 
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